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Soul and its Meaning.

e Revelation 6:9: When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those
who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne.

e Revelation 20:4: Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the
authority to judge was committed. Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded
for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the
beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They
came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

The word soul in these verses does not mean that John in his visions saw
vapour like spirits or ghost like believers, but that he saw the whole
person of the faithful who had been martyred for the witness and
testimony of Jesus.

The meaning of soul: the word soul comes from the Greek word (psuche
and chayah), the word (psuche) means breath, and by implication spirit,
but only as breathing (i.e., the breath of life) and in this sense, it is
different from the Greek word (pneuma), which refers to rational soul
(i.e., the mind); and from the Greek word (zoe), which refers to vitality,
even of plants. The Greek word (chayah), means to live, to revive, to
make alive, to give the promise of life, to restore to life and to be whole.

Summary: in the context of the above verses the word soul signifies the
life of those who have been martyred for Christs sake. It does not mean
that the dead are now in heaven as some vapor or ghost like spirit waiting
for their bodies to be resurrected as many believe, but that John in this
prophetic vision of the future, sees those who are dead in Christ being
with God in the New Jerusalem, because that is their eternal destination
after the great resurrection of all the faithful.

SOUL AND THE FIRST RESURRECTION

Many use the word soul to deny the literality of the first resurrection,
claiming that it is a spiritual resurrection of the believers’ body being
raised from death to unite with their soul that is in heaven. The following
verses show that this idea is a gross misunderstanding of Scripture, for
concerning the body and the resurrection of the dead

Paul wrote:

e 1 Corinthians 15:42-43: What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 1t

is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 441t
is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also
a spiritual body.

e 1 Corinthians 15:51-53: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable body
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.

The word soul used in Scripture and as seen by John, embraces the entire
person and not just a spirit or soul without a body. It was not some vapour
or ghost like spirit that John saw in this vision, but the entire person.




SOUL AND NON-BELIEVERS

e Revelation 16:3: The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like
the blood of a corpse, and every living thing (soul in KJV) died that was in the sea.

Here we read of every living thing (soul in KJV) dying that was in the sea.
This embraces, fish, which shows the word soul refers to the whole being,
and not just a vapor like soul or spirit without a body.
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