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Sorcery and Pharmakeia. 
 

 
 
Topics. 
 
 Scriptures that use the Greek word sorcery. 
 
 Hallucinogenic drugs early generations used. 
 
 Early civilizations that used psychedelic drugs. 
 

 Sorcery and the book of revelation. 
 

 Sorcery and its application today. 
 

 
SCRIPTURES THAT USE THE GREEK WORD SORCERY

 
 
The Greek word ϕαρμακεία (pharmakĕia) is frequently translated as 
“witchcraft” or “sorcery” and other variants thereof such as pharmekon 
and pharmakos that appear in the Old Testament and New Testament. 
According to Logos Bible Study, and the Lexham English Bible the word 
sorcery (φαρμακεία), carries the following meanings: 
 

1. Galatians 5:20: idolatry, sorcery (φαρμακεία), enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions. 
 

Sorcery Greek: Φαρμακεία.  
 

a. The use or the administering of drugs. 
b. Poisoning. 
c. Magical arts often found in connection with idolatry. 
 

2. Revelation 18:23: and the light of a lamp will shine in you (Babylon the great city) no 
more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your 
merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery 
(Φαρμακεία). 
 

Sorcery Greek: Φαρμακεία.  
 

a. The use or the administering of drugs. 
b. Poisoning. 
c. Magical arts often found in connection with idolatry. 
 

3. Revelation 9:21: nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries (magic spell in 
the Lexham English Bible) (φάρμακον), or their sexual immorality or their thefts. 
 

Sorceries Greek: Φάρμακον. 
 

a. Pertaining to magical arts 
b. Drug: medicine applied outwardly. 
c. A drug: incantation, enchantment, sorceries. 
 

4. Revelation 21:8: But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, 
the sexually immoral, sorcerers (φαρμακός), idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be 
in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 
 

Sorcerers Greek: φαρμακός. 
 

a. Pertaining to magical arts. 
b. Sorcerer; poisoner; practice sorcery. 
c. Devoted to magical arts; a magician, sorcerer. 
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5. Revelation 22:15: Outside are the dogs and sorcerers (φαρμακός), and the sexually 
immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
 
Sorcerers Greek: φαρμακός. 
 
a. Pertaining to magical arts. 
b. Sorcerer; poisoner; practice sorcery. 
c. Devoted to magical arts; a magician, sorcerer. 
 

Based on these verses and the Logos Bible Study, and the Lexham English 
Bible the word sorcery carries the following meanings: “the use or the 
administering of drugs, poisoning, the practise of magical arts, a drug or 
medicine applied outwardly, incantations, and enchantment. Obviously, 
those of ancient years gone by did not have sophisticated drugs that our 
pharmacies and illegal drug lords manufacture today, but this does not 
mean they did not have hallucinogenic drugs, and drugs that were able 
to alter their mind, and lift it into trance like states. References to 
psychedelic drug use have been found in ancient texts from India and 
Greece, the earliest archaeological evidence of the use of psychedelic 
plants and fungi by humans’ roughly dates-back 5,000 years.  
 

 
HALLUCINOGENIC DRUGS EARLY GENERATIONS USED

 
 
Following is some of the psychedelic drugs used by previous generations 
to induce hallucinogens and trance like states. Psilocybin-containing 
hallucinogenic mushrooms used in healing rituals, peyote as long ago as 
5,700 B.C., in religious ceremonies, ayahuasca, ephedra, cannabis, 
tobacco, yaupon, vilca, maize molle beer, were also used in religious 
practices, and social functions. Jimson weed (Datura stramonium), wild 
tobacco (Nicotiana rustica), water lily (Nymphaea ampla) and Salvia 
divinorum were used for their psychoactive effects. Mushroom stones 
dating from 3000 BC have been found in ritual contexts in Mesoamerica, 
and archaeological evidence of peyote use dates back to 5000 years. 
many who cast spells and practised magical arts used these drugs on 
themselves to lift their minds into a transcendental state that created all 
sorts of visions in their mind, and caused others to believe they were 
communicating with God or departed spirits (i.e., the dead).  
 

 
EARLY CIVILIZATIONS THAT USED PSYCHEDELIC DRUGS

 
 
Following is some of the early civilizations that used psychedelic drugs to 
induce trancelike states: Aztec shamans, in Central America between 
1325 and 1521 BC., and some native American tribes. The Olmec people, 
an early known major Mesoamerican civilization, flourishing in the 
modern-day Mexican states of Veracruz and Tabasco from roughly 1200 
to 400 BC. The, Zapotec civilization 700 BC–1521 AD an indigenous pre-
Columbian civilization that flourished in the Valley of Oaxaca in 
Mesoamerica, archaeological evidence shows that their culture originated 
at least 2,500 years ago, and the Maya civilisation 900 - 1600 AD. 
 

The ancient world of sorcery (φαρμακεία) was associated with practices 
associated with witchcraft, potions, and spells, and to the manipulation of 
spiritual forces. Sorcery was common in various pagan religions, and 
considered a form of idolatry and rebellion against God. From a spiritual 
perspective, sorcery (φαρμακεία) represents a reliance on occult practices 
rather than faith in God, and can be seen as a form of spiritual adultery, 
where individuals seek power and knowledge through means that are 
contrary to God's will.  
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The condemnation of sorcery (φαρμακεία) in the New Testament serves 
as a warning to believers to avoid practices that lead them away from a 
pure and devoted relationship with God. 
 

 
SORCERY AND THE BOOK OF REVELATION

 
 

The word sorcery (Greek φαρμακεία) along with sexual immorality, and 
indulgent luxurious living in the following verse: 
 

 Revelation 18:23: and the light of a lamp will shine in you (Babylon the great city) no 
more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no more, for your 
merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were deceived by your sorcery 
(Φαρμακεία).  

 

Is used in the context of the chapter, as a means of bringing Babylon the 
great city and the merchants and great ones of the earth to complete 
financial ruin. No one believes magical arts, and the sale of illegal 
hallucinating drugs, alone is what ultimately destroys the world (though 
they are playing a part). In the context of (Rev. 18:23) sorcery by 
extension embraces spiritual idolatry, and signifies authoritative worldly 
leaders who use enchantments (i.e., appealing deceptions), through 
public speaking, and the global media to appeal to the populations of their 
nations to sway their minds to their goal and agenda, and to religious 
preachers who use powerful religious formula’s (incantations) that they 
claim compels God into granting their followers temporal gifts, such as 
prosperity, success, perfect health, and wealth. This type of teaching has 
an addictive effect on the mind (much like drugs do, especially when 
music is added), because this type of biblical teaching appeals to self and 
ego, and to what we all want. When the word sorcery (Greek Φαρμακεία), 
is thought of in connection with these things it is easy to see how sorcery 
(Greek Φαρμακεία), is one of the major things destroying our world today. 
 
It is interesting to note the four major global black markets in the world 
today include the sale of:  
 
1. Illegal drugs. 
2. Weapons. 
3. Human trafficking. 
4. Illegal sales of wildlife. 
 

 
SORCERY AND ITS APPLICATION TODAY

 
 
Today the Greek word ϕαρμακεία (pharmakĕia) frequently translated as 
witchcraft or sorcery by extension can be applied to those: 
 

 Who are devoted to occult rituals and practises deigned to influence or 
control the course of nature, or dominate others, or control 
circumstances (especially by tapping into forces unseen), and to those 
who are believed to be in league with supernatural evil forces and able 
to contact the dead.  

 

 Who practise divination (i.e., the art of forecasting the future), and 
who use so called magic potions that distort the mind, and who by 
charm puts people under a spell, or captivates them with the intention 
of controlling them for their own gain. 

 

 Who sell mind altering drugs for their own gain, worldly riches, and 
profit, or use their authority and power (especially religious power) to 
attract people to themselves for their own agenda, goals and selfish 
ambition and purposes. 
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 Who control and influence the masses by falsely claiming to have 
super-natural visions, and power, and with authority proclaim false 
promises and deceptive teachings that appeal to pride, self, ego, and 
what we all want. 

 
The underlying spirit of the Greek word ϕαρμακεία (pharmakĕia) 
frequently translated as witchcraft or sorcery and other variants is 
trickery, deception, and superstition. The above clearly shows why the 
Bible is against all forms of sorcery and wizardry, but sadly much of the 
world’s religions and global governments are founded and survive on 
these very things. This, is why a day is approaching when God will bring 
judgment on our Babylonian global world system. 
 
NOTE: the magic referred to in this document does not refer to modern 
day illusionist who entertain their crowds with their tricks. The magicians 
the Bible speaks against are those who by their so-called mystic powers 
and rituals deceive people into believing in other gods or calling up the 
dead or contacting the world beyond. 
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