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Slingshots. 
 

 
 
 Judges 20:16-17: Among all these were 700 chosen men who were left-handed; every 

one could sling a stone at a hair and not miss. 17  And the men of Israel, apart from 
Benjamin, mustered 400,000 men who drew the sword; all these were men of war. 

 
The Hebrew and Egyptian sling: was one of the earliest weapons used 
in war, both the Hebrews and Egyptians used them. Those skilled in the 
use of it, as the Benjamites were, could hit the mark with unerring 
certainty. A good sling could carry its full force to the distance of two 
hundred yards. 
 
Everyone could sling stones at a hair breadth, and not miss, this 
clearly is a hyperbolical (i.e., exaggeration) expression, signifying that 
they could sling a stone with great exactness. In these ancient days when 
no-one had guns, this skill was a great advantage in battle. Ponder for a 
moment, 700 highly skilful men rapidly firing stones at a charging army 
that could instantly kill a man. David had great confidence in his slingshot 
and, clearly was highly skilled with it, if David could take out a giant with 
a slingshot, we can only imagine how many common men could be taken 
out: 
 
 1 Samuel 17:49: David put his hand in his bag and took out a stone and slung it and 

struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell on his 
face to the ground. 

 
Since stones were plentiful and free, the sling was a natural weapon for 
the poor, especially since most could not pay a blacksmith to shape a 
sword or shield. Slingshots used for weapons of war were so sophistically 
made that the stone came with such force it had the power to kill a man. 
Practice made those who used them so expert that the stones they fired 
would hit their target with great exactness. 
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