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Sickle and Harvest.

SICKLE

Sickle refers to a scythe for gathering the harvest, or vintage, by cutting
off the clusters of grapes. The sickle is used to gather crops with, as well
as cut them down. It is often referred to as a sharp sickle, because it
separates the righteous (the wheat) from the wicked (the weeds). It, can
signify the righteous being gathered out of the world, or the wicked being
gathered for judgment. At this present time the righteous dwell amongst
the wicked (the good seed amongst the weeds), when the evil and
wickedness of the world is overflowing (i.e., reached its peak), the angels
will put in the sickle to harvest the world, the wicked will be harvested for
judgment, and the righteous for Christs millennial Kingdom.

HARVEST

Harvest: comes from the Greek word (therizo and thero). Therizo means,
reaping the crop, and thero means to heat (i.e., summer heat).

When the harvest is spoken of positively it signifies:

e The good seed sown by the Saviour and his apostles are ripe (i.e., fully
mature) and ready to harvest.

e The good fruit and the faithful church are ready to be reaped for glory
and gathered into Christs millennial Kingdom

When harvest is spoken of negatively it signifies: the dead and
worthless remains of the crop (after the good fruit has been reaped), is
ready to be collected into a heap and burnt, denoting, the wicked being
reaped and thrown into the lake of fire), a symbol of eternal death (i.e.,
utter, and total annihilation and extinction).

The harvest of the wicked and the righteous: the following verses
show that the image of a harvest is often used in the New Testament to
describe God’s angels gathering the wicked to be burned and the
righteous to be gathered into the barn.

e Matthew 9:37-38: Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers

are few; 38therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his
harvest."

e Matthew 13:30: Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.

e Matthew 13:39: The enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the
age, and the reapers are angels.

e Mark 4:29: When the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has
come.

e Luke 10:2: He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore
pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”

e John 4:35: Do you not say, “There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? Look,
I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are white for harvest.”




OVERVIEW: the good seed that Christ and the apostles have sown is
being cultivated by the word of God and fellowship. At this present time
the wheat (the good fruit) and the weeds (the wicked) are growing
alongside each other in the same field (i.e., the world).

e Matthew 13:30: Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell
the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the
wheat into my barn.

God’s plan for this earth is mankind’s salvation it will be fully
accomplished, when the good fruit is ready to harvest and be gathered
in, and the sickle is put in to gather Christ’'s enemies to be burned in the
Lake of fire, a symbol of eternal death (i.e., utter, and total annihilation
and extinction).

SNAPSHOT: all the good seed, and its growth and the good quality of the
harvest is the result of Christ’s suffering on the bloodstained cross of
Calvary, and of his love and his grace. May we be forever mindful of this
truth and forever thankful.

e Mark 4:26-29: Jesus said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the
ground. 2THe sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows
not how. 28The earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in

the ear. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has
come."
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