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Sheep and Goats Symbolism. 
 

 
 
The faithful are likened to sheep, because sheep follow their shepherd, 
unlike goats that go where they please. 
 
Positively goats symbolise: leadership, resilience, freedom, balance, 
spiritual growth, the desire to confidently move forward and embrace 
challenges, the ability to thrive in tough conditions, symbolising the drive 
to overcome obstacles and reach greater heights.  
 
When contrasted to sheep: they symbolise, stubbornness, rebellion, 
disobedience, wilfulness, going our own way, strong-mindedness, and 
rather than following leading, and sin and evil, and the way satanism.  
 
It is the context the word goat is used in that determines whether it is to 
be taken in a positive or negative sense. In the context of the following 
verse:  
 
 Matthew 25:33: he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  
 
Who those are on Jesus left hand (the goats) are answered in: 
 
 Matthew 25:41-46: “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, 

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you 
gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did 
not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45 Then he 
will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.”  

 
These verses show that those on Jesus left hand are those who confess 
to believe in Jesus, but show no care for the poor, or for their brothers 
and sisters in Christ, or for their neighbour. 
 
 Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 

of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day 
many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons 
in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’  

 
Those who will hear the Lord say, “depart from me,” are those who rather 
than serve Christ from love, serve him from selfish ambition, and for 
worldly riches, self-importance, and fame etc., and those who twist and 
distort Scriptures for their own gain. Jesus calls them workers of 
lawlessness (workers of iniquity in KJV) (Matt. 7:23).  
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