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Sanctification. (A Definition of Sanctification). 
 

 
 
Sanctification, carries the following four ideas: 
 
1. To ceremony, morally or mentally purify and make holy and blameless  

 
2. To be elevated to a higher position. 

 
3. To be devoted, committed and loyal. 

 
4. To set something or someone apart for a sacred purpose. 

 
When referring to a believer, it carries the idea of setting oneself apart 
from sin, from worldliness and from ungodliness. It does not mean, ‘being 
saved,’ because righteousness that leads to eternal salvation is a free-gift 
that God imputes to all who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is instant, 
for the moment a sinner comes to Christ in repentance they are fully 
forgiven and pardoned, and God counts them righteous. In contrast to 
this, sanctification carries the following two ideas: 

 
1. Those who belong to Christ are counted holy by God, because of their 

faith, not because of their works. 
 

2. The believer is being made holy, meaning as brothers and sisters in 
Christ grow in God’s love and grace their minds, attitudes, behaviour, 
and actions are changed to be more like Christ, who they now behold 
as the King of their lives, and as their supreme love. 

 
 

GOD MADE JESUS OUR SANCTIFICATION

 
 
 1 Corinthians 1:29–30: no human can boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of 

him (God) you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption.  

 
It is not by our works we are sanctified and redeemed, but because 
though faith we are in Christ. 
 
 Ephesians 4:22–24: put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life 

and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 
and put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 
holiness.  

 
Sanctification in the context of these verses is putting on the new-self 
created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. 
Though sanctification and justification cannot be separated, since they go 
hand in hand, and complement each other they nevertheless deal with 
two different things, sanctification deals with the power and workings of 
sin, whereas justification deals with the guilt of sin.  

 
God imputes the fullness of Jesus righteousness to the redeemed, he is 
the sanctification of his people by imputation of his righteousness to the 
believer, by the cleansing of his blood, and by the covering of grace. The 
high priest of the Old Testament would be fully clothed in his priestly 
garments as he stood before the throne of God, likewise through our faith 
in Christ God fully clothes us in Christ’s righteousness. Though Christ’s 
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righteousness is perfect and complete in us before God, our righteousness 
in this present world and our mortal body of flesh is imperfect, and will 
continue to be so until the Lord returns at which time our sanctification 
will be made manifest for all to see: 
 
 The last trumpet sounds and the dead in Christ are raised and our corruptible and natural 

body is raised a spiritual and incorruptible body in power and in glory and our mortal 
body must put on immortality (1 Cor. 15:41-44) (1 Cor. 15:50-54). 

 
When this glorious, breath-taking and world changing event takes place 
all those who belong to the family of Christ will be literally and eternally 
made fully righteousness, fully sanctified, and fully redeemed, in the 
fullest and most complete meaning of the words. 
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