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Righteousness and its Meaning. 
 

 
 
The focus of righteousness in this study is not upon righteousness that 
leads to salvation and eternal life, but upon righteousness in general. All 
the faithful in Christ who practice the following acts of righteousness will 
be rewarded accordingly, when they are raised and stand before the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Righteousness embraces acting according to God’s moral 
law, and living justly, honestly, and faithfully, and in right relationship 
with God, and with our neighbour. The following three things should be 
highlighted: 

 
1. Rewards will be given to those who showed acts of kindness and charity 

to others, but if they are doing these acts to receive rewards, or to 
earn salvation, their works will count for nothing, because only works 
motivated from love will be rewarded. 
 
 Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed 
me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 37 Then the 
righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome 
you, or naked and clothe you? 39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ 40 And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of 
the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

 
2. The phrase, “the righteous will go into eternal life,” in the following 

verse: 
 
 Matthew 25:46: And these (those who did not help the poor) will go away into eternal 

punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  
 
Are in the context of charity and love which implies, those counted 
righteous are primarily those who show love toward their neighbor. 
This is of course because love is the fulfilling of the law, because those 
who live from love do no harm to anyone: 
 
 Physically 
 Financially 
 Sexually 
 Verbally 
 Spiritually 
 
 Romans 13:10: Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of 

the law. 
 

The form of righteousness that we will be judged by is charity which is 
God’s second greatest commandment in both the Old and New Testament 
as the following verses show: 
 
 Leviticus 19:18: You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your 

own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.  
 
 Mark 12:30-31: you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”  

 
Concerning righteousness, the command, “Love one’s neighbour.” is 
singled out, as the crown and glory of all Christian duties, for it is the 
fulfilling of the law. This does not mean we must feel some kind of 
emotional feeling of affection toward our neighbour, but that we should 
treat them with decency and respect and do good and not harm.  
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