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Psalm 147.

Topics.

e Sing praises to God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.

e The LORD builds up Jerusalem and gathers the outcasts of Israel.

e Sing to the LORD He gives the beasts and young ravens their food.

e God’s delight is not in a horse’s strength, nor in the legs of a man.

e Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion.

e God has not dealt with any other nation as He has with Israel.

e The Commonwealth of Israel and glory of the spiritual temple in Christ.

FOR INFORMATION: concerning people, places and the meaning of
words see the title: "Map Locations and People of the Bible,” and the title:
“Bible Dictionary” on Website Menu.

INTRODUCTION

Psalms are songs and prayers offered to God by the nation Israel, they
cover the range of human emotion, expressing praise, faith, victory,
sorrow, despair, depression, frustration and the troubled heart of a
mourner. They contrast the righteous with the wicked, and include the
wisdom and the treasure of God’s word. Psalms were written at the
beginning of the 15th century BC and probably collected in their final form
in the 3rd century.

BOOK FIVE (PSALM 107-150)

PSALM 147:1

Sing Praises to God; for it is Pleasant.

e Psalm 147:1: Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant,
and a song of praise is fitting.

God should be praised as God the creator and the God of nature and the
God of providence and as the God who allows those who dwell on the
earth to run their affairs as they please until the appointed time of
judgment.

Following are two types of praise:

1. Praise prompted from a sense of duty and tradition led by a trained
choir and professional musicians standing in front of the congregation
which is formal in its nature of praise and once the worshippers have
left the building the praise is ended.

2. Praise that flows continually up from the heart and mind in
thanksgiving and heartfelt gratitude toward God. This type of praise is
also often led by a trained choir and professional musicians standing in
front of the congregation, but it has one major difference in that the
praise flows up from the heart and when the worshippers leave the
building the thanksgiving and praise continues on in the heart and mind
throughout the worshippers daily life.




The praise the Psalmist is calling those dwelling on the earth to praise God
with is the praise that flows upward from an honest heart of gratitude and
thankfulness toward the Creator of all the earth. It is only praise that
originates in the heart that rises up before God’s throne like sweet
smelling incense.

Praises with understanding: means when we praise God we should
pray with the understanding and clearly know why we are praising God.
Without an understanding of God and why we are praising Him our
worship is lacking. Unless we have the Kingdom of God established in our
minds and the spirit of praise toward the Lord reigns in our hearts by faith
our praise is left shallow and empty.

Praise and the Lord Jesus Christ: without understanding the message
of the bloodstained cross of Calvary; Jesus death and resurrection; the
Gospel and God'’s grace praise toward our heavenly Father and His Son
the Lord Jesus Christ will be nothing but the empty praise of duty and
tradition motivated not from a heartfelt spirit of love toward God and our
Saviour and redeemer the Lord Jesus Christ, but motivated by a choir
professionally trained for such a purpose.

Praise and the silent chatter of the mind: praise toward God is not
dependent upon musicians or a choir, praise toward the Lord is something
that is continual since it is in the heart and the mind and therefore it
matters not where we are we can always be praising God in the chatter
of our minds.

PSALM 147:2-6

The LORD builds up Jerusalem and Gathers the Outcasts of Israel.

e Psalm 147:2-6: The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 3He
heals the broken hearted and binds up their wounds. 4He determines the number of the
stars; he gives to all of them their names. 5Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his

understanding is beyond measure. 6The LORD lifts up the humble; he casts the wicked
to the ground.

The LORD builds up Jerusalem refers to David’s era, but the following
verses show that also echoes Jesus who told the twelve:

¢ Qo to the lost sheep of the house of Israel and proclaim as you go, saying, “The kingdom
of heaven is at hand.” (Matt. 10:5-7).

e [ was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. (Matt. 15:24).

The words, “"He gathers the outcasts of Israel, heals the broken hearted
and binds up their wounds (v2-3) would be especially true of God healing
the Kingdom after He had removed it from king Saul and gave it to David,
but it also echoes Jesus.

e And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him (Jesus). He unrolled the scroll and

found the place where it was written, 18nThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to
the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

190 proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back
to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.

21 And he began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."
(Luke 4:17-21).

PSALM 147:7-9

Sing to the LORD; He gives the Beasts and Young Ravens Food.




e Psalm 147:7-9: Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make melody to our God on the
lyre! 8He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain for the earth; he makes grass
grow on the hills. 9He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young ravens that cry.

How amazing is this, how many of us would think to thank God for
providing food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the field. As one
travels through the Old Testament it becomes very clear that the faithful
of the Old Testament didn't just praise God for their own personal
blessings, but thanked him for all creation. It is interesting to notice that
the faithful of old only one mindset; everything (good or bad) was under
God'’s control.

PSALM 147:19-11

God'’s Delight is not in a Horses Strength, nor in the Legs of a Man.

e Psalm 147:10-11: His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the

legs of a man, byt the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those who hope
in his steadfast love.

It matters not how famous we maybe or whether we are the most
powerful ruler of the world or the most rich and wealthy or how successful
we have been in life none of these things are what delights the heart of
God. The things that He takes pleasure in are those who fear him and
hope in his steadfast love.

The fear of the LORD has the following two aspects:

1 An eternal aspect: wisdom teaches that mankind is separated from God
because of sin and without God a person has no hope of eternal life
and will be judged accordingly. The fear of the LORD in this context is
wisdom because it motivates a person to seek God and eternal life.

2 An aspect for the present moment: the fear of the LORD in the present
moment motivates mankind to obey God’s Ten Commandments which
are all designed to protect the innocent from harm, physically,
financially, sexually, verbally, emotionally and spiritually. The fear of
the LORD in this context is also wisdom because if everyone feared the
LORD humanity would live in harmony with each other. Sadly, there is
very little fear of the LORD in the world today and so we see rampant
rebellion, violence, crime and wars in most countries.

The fear of God and Christians: those in Christ look to the bloodstained
cross of Calvary and understand and experience Christ’s great love and
God’s grace in their hearts and minds and no longer act from fear, but
from love in the same way that a man in love with a woman does not do
things to please her from fear, but from the love dwelling in his heart.
Likewise, it is with the faithful who belong to the Lords global family.

Who hope in his steadfast love: (v11) one of the most common
expressions throughout the Psalms is, “God’s steadfast love endures
forever.” Some Bibles say, "God’s steadfast mercy endures forever,” while
others say, “"God’s love endures forever. The word mercy comes from the
Hebrew word (checed) and means to show, kind favour, to show merciful
kindness, to be kind, to show one-self merciful and to pity which embraces
such things as compassion, sympathy, empathy, comfort and forgiveness
showing that love and mercy are bound together.

The apostle Paul wrote:

e Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. (Romans.
13:10).

e Love is patient and kind. (1 Cor. 13:4).




And John wrote:
e Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. . (1 John 4:8).

e God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. (1 John
4:16).

The word mercy embraces all of the following, compassion, pity, kindness,
sympathy, grace and forgiveness which means love and mercy cannot be
separated, love without mercy is not love and mercy without love in not
mercy, which also means that Bibles that state, “"God’s mercy endures for
ever,” and Bibles that say, "God’s love endures for ever,” are both correct
in their interpretations. Sadly, some today do not perceive the love of God
and because of this lack of perception of God’s love and grace tend to
determine whether God loves them by their good or bad circumstances.
They feel if life is charmed and blessed God loves them, but if it suddenly
takes a turn for the worse and trouble comes, they feel God has withdrawn
his love, but this is superstition and judging God according to the fickle
circumstances of this world. When anyone today who believes in Christ
doubts God'’s love all we have to do is look back to the bloodstained cross
and see what it cost the heart of the Father to save us and how much his
Son suffered to redeem us and spiritually crown and cloth us with his royal
and majestic robe of righteous so that we could be justified and granted
eternal life in everlasting glory apart from self-effort and strictly adhering
to ceremonial rites and holy days or keeping religious customs and
traditions. This truth should comfort every faithful brother and sister in
Christ since it is certain if God was prepared to sacrifice his Son for us,
while we were indifferent and apathetic toward Him and uninterested and
unconcerned about what honoured Him and what didn’t He will with great
joy do everything to keep us for eternal life now we love His Son. (He
does this by daily lavishing us with grace)

NOTE: love is not a part of God’s character; God is love wherever love is
God is present by His Spirit. This does not mean that wherever love is the
people are saved to eternal life, it simply means God by His love is in that
love.

PSALM 147:12-17

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion.

e Psalm 147:12-17: Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 3For he
strengthens the bars of your gates; he blesses your children within you. 1411e makes peace
in your borders; he fills you with the finest of the wheat. I5He sends out his command to
the earth; his word runs swiftly. 16ge gives snow like wool; he scatters hoarfrost like
ashes. 17He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs; who can stand before his cold?

The word Zion comes from the Hebrew word (Tsiyown) and refers to the
mountain the city of Jerusalem is built upon. It carries the idea of a
permanent capital mountain of Jerusalem in the sense of being readily
seen and easily visible and noticed as an important sign (i.e., a significant
and historic sign and guiding pillar). It is called God’s Holy Mountain
because Jerusalem God’s Holy City sits on it. Though Mount Zion is not
distinguished for its elevation or grandeur and though it had nothing in
itself to claim attention or to excite wonder, it was the most exalted and
honoured above all mountains because it was selected as the place where
God was to be worshipped and the place where God’s city and God’s
temple is built and God’s worship was established. Even though Mount
Sinai had all the awesome glory of the Almighty God descend upon it and
the law came from there, Mount Zion excels in excellence over it. This is
because from Mount Zion came the Messiah the Christ attended by a
multitude of angels celebrating his birth and on Mount Zion the Messiah
the Christ came into his own temple as Malachi in the following verse
prophesied concerning him.




e Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom
you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. (Mal. 3:1).

Added to all this royal glory, multitudes of angels ministered to the Lord
in his temptation, at his resurrection and accompanied him in his
ascension all from Mount Zion.

e Mount Sinai is the mountain of the Old Covenant of Law in contrast
Mount Zion is the mountain of the New Covenant of Grace.

e Mount Sinai’s glory of the law pales when stood before Mount Zion's
grace and Christ’s death and resurrection upon it.

Neither Mount Sinai nor Mount Zion can glory and boast in themselves for
the following reasons. Mount Sinai is not famous or respected as a holy
mountain and a mountain of God because of any majesty of itself, but
because it was upon this mountain God descended and gave the Ten
Commandments. It is this awesome and holy event that exalts Mount
Sinai and not the mountain itself. Likewise Mount Zion has no fame or
glory of itself, its glory comes from being the honoured mountain God
chose to build His Holy city upon and is the mountain that the Messiah
the Christ the Saviour of the world died and rose again from. The real
strength is not in Mount Zion itself, but in the LORD, who is the head of
the thousands of chariots and the heavenly host surrounding it and as
such is the protector of his chosen dwelling-place. Zion is sometimes used
as an ancient name for Jerusalem itself and because it is often used in
poetic and prophetic passages it can refer to:

e The hill the city of Jerusalem is built on.
e The city of Jerusalem.
e The temple and by extension Judah and the people of God.

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem: (v12) obviously a city of stone and
bricks cannot praise God, but the city of Jerusalem is sometimes
personified as a woman in labour giving birth to her child. The condition
of Jerusalem’s children (the inhabitants of the city) determines how
Jerusalem itself is personified, if Jerusalem’s inhabitants are right with
God the city is personified as a faithful woman, but if her inhabitants are
rebellious Jerusalem is personified as a rebellious woman. Jerusalem’s
children are all her inhabitants, the priests, prophets, husbands, wives
and their children. When they are spoken of as virgin daughters it carries
the idea of them having only one husband (God).

THE RETURN OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

When the Lord Jesus Christ returns as, King of kings and Lord of lords
(Rev. 19:11-16) to rule and reign from God’s Holy City Jerusalem (on
Mount Zion God’s Holy Mountain) to destroy the antichrist and his
kingdom and establish God’s Kingdom on earth during his glorious
millennial reign. The dead in Christ (Old and New Testament) and the
faithful, who are alive, will be gathered together in the first resurrection
(Rev. 20:4-6) to rule and reign as kings and priests with the Lord over
those nations who are left outside the Holy City of God. Christ the King
united with his people will not only bring peace to the Middle East, but
establish God’s Kingdom of steadfast love, faithfulness, righteousness, joy
and peace throughout the world and the glory of God will cover the earth.
Jesus will do justice to the poor and oppressed, he will be a faithful and
compassionate King forever. He will not allow anyone to strike terror in
the earth or use lies and deception to enlarge their own wealth and power.
The land will abundantly produce and even the deserts will flourish. The
animals will not feed on each other and even the lamb will be able to lie
down with the wolf and everyone will eat of their own hands because all




that they plant will produce. All nations the LORD has made will come and
worship before the Lord Jesus Christ. They will glorify God’s Name,
proclaiming the LORD is great and does wondrous things and that He
alone is God.

The book of Revelation states:

e Jesus Christ, the faithful witness who loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood has made us kings and priests unto God and his Father is coming in glory and every
eye shall see him, and they also who pierced him and all kindreds of the earth (Revelation
1:5-7).

In Revelation chapter five we are told that:

e Christ was slain, and by his blood he redeemed a people for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation and made them a kingdom and priests to God and they
shall reign on the earth (Revelation 5:9-10).

The great prophet Isaiah wrote:

e They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11:9).

At the end of this glorious Kingdom age God descends to earth on a Great
White Throne the sea, death and hades (the grave) give up the dead.
They stand before God and are judged according to what is written in
certain heavenly books according to what they have done. Death and
those counted unworthy are cast into the Lake of Fire a symbol of eternal
destruction (i.e., total extinction) (also called the, Second Death) (Rev.
20:11-15). Christ hands the Kingdom over to his heavenly Father and God
is ALL in ALL and ETERNITY begins in all its fullness and majestic royal
glory. For further information see titles:

e Kingdom of God (ON WEBSITE MENU).
e The Second Resurrection or Great White Throne Judgment.

In, Resurrection (ON WEBSITE MENU).

PSALM 147:18-20

God has Not Dealt with any Other Nation as He has with Israel.

e Psalm 147:18-20: He sends out his word, and melts them; he makes his wind blow and

the waters flow. 19He declares his word to Jacob, his statutes and rules to Israel. 20He
has not dealt thus with any other nation; they do not know his rules. Praise the LORD!

The following verses show that the United Kingdom of Israel has always
been God’s special and unique nation unlike any other nation. God said:

e Israel was his son who he called out of Egypt and he loved them when
they were a child (Hosea 11:1).

e He gave birth to Israel and carried them from the womb even to their
old age. (Isaiah 46:3-4).

e Israel is his allotted heritage (Deut. 32:9) and the apple of his eye
(Deuteronomy 32:10).

e Israel is a people holy to him (Deut. 7:6) and his treasured possession
(Deuteronomy 14:2).

The LORD has not spoken this way with any other nation, but God has not
only spoken of Israel differently, but always dealt with them differently to
any other nation:




e To Israel God gave the Ten Commandments and showed his great
power. (Exodus 20:1-17).

e To Israel God declared his word, statues and his rules. (Rom. 9:4)

e To Israel God gave the prophets, the worship and the promises.
(Romans 3:4)

e To Israel belonged the covenant, the adoption, the patriarchs and the
glory. (Romans 3:5)

e To Israel the oracles of God were entrusted. (Rom. 3:2)

e The people of Israel are the offspring of Abraham the father of faith.
(Romans 9:7)

e From Israel’s race came the Christ the Saviour of the world. (Rom. 9:5)
Added to these God said:

o Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine (Exod. 19:5).

e The LORD has declared today that you are a people for his treasured possession, as he
has promised you, and that you are to keep all his commandments (Deut. 26:18).

The Psalmist wrote:

e God declared his word to Jacob, his statutes and rules to Israel. He has not dealt thus with
any other nation; they do not know his rules. Praise the LORD! (Psalm 147:19-20).

The LORD has not given any other nations such great privileges. These
are the many reasons the Jews (especially the religious leaders of Jesus
generation) considered themselves to be the holy race with God and the
Gentile nations to be the unclean race without God.

THE THERMOMETER OF GOD’S PROPHECY

It is true that Israel has been and still is a special nation to God, but since
Christ death and resurrection salvation for both Jews and Gentiles is in
the Lord Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, Israel remains a clear sign of where
we are in prophecy concerning Christ’s return. It could be said that they
are the thermometer of God’s prophecy much like the mercury on a
natural thermometer measures the heat of the day and moves up the
vertical red line warning us of impending danger when the heat of the sun
is reaching temperatures that are dangerous for the good health of the
skin and our well-being. Likewise Israel can be seen as the mercury of
Bible prophecy in the sense that world events that come upon the nation
of Israel (especially Jerusalem) are signs that give us some insight as to
how close we are to that glorious breathtaking and world changing day
when the Lord Jesus Christ returns in glory. But God’s focus during our
present age for eternal salvation is upon creating a new nation in Christ
made up of Jews and Gentiles. This new nation is also called a new
creation in Christ, the body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, the church and
the Kingdom of God. For further information concerning this new nation
God is building in Christ see the following title: "The Commonwealth of
Israel.”

THE COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL

It is important to understand that the promised seed of Abraham and
David is Christ, all the promises to Israel are now fulfilled in Christ
therefore they are not limited to Israel only, but extend and embrace all
those who belong to Christ. This is because God is now creating one new




nation in Christ made up of both Jew and Gentiles. (Gentiles are everyone
who is not a Hebrew or Jew). This means that Jews and Gentiles become
one new nation in Christ (also called a new man, a new creation, the
church, the body of Christ and the Kingdom of God).

The Apostle Paul said:

e Remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what

is called the circumcision (Jews), which is made in the flesh by hands— 12remember that
you (Gentiles) were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
COMMONWEALTH OF ISRAEL and STRANGERS to the COVENANTS of PROMISE,

having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you (Gentiles)

who once were far off (from God) have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14por
he himself is our (Jews and Gentiles) peace, who has made us both ONE and has broken

down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments
and ordinances, that he (Jesus) might create in himself ONE NEW MAN (or Nation) in

place of the two (Jews and Gentiles), so making peace, 16and might reconcile us (Jews
and Gentiles) both to God in ONE BODY through the cross, thereby killing the hostility

(between the Jews and Gentiles). 17And he (Jesus) came and preached peace to you

(Gentiles) who were far off (from God) and peace to those who were near (Jews). 18For
through him (Jesus) we both (Jews and Gentiles) have access in ONE SPIRIT to the Father.

1950 then you (Gentiles) are NO LONGER strangers and aliens, but you are FELLOW
CITIZENS with the SAINTS (the Jews) and members of the HOUSEHOLD of God,

20puilt on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone 2lin whom the WHOLE STRUCTURE being joined together (Jews and

Gentiles) grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 2211 him you (Jews and Gentiles) also are
being built together into a DWELLING PLACE for GOD by the Spirit (Ephes. 2:11-22).

Gentiles were separated from Christ, alienated from the, Commonwealth
of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus they have been brought
to God by the blood of Christ. Jesus has made Jews and Gentiles both one
by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances so that Jesus
might create in himself one new man (nation) in place of the two (Jews
and Gentiles). In Jesus both Jews and Gentiles are being built together
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. Christ is the head of this new
nation and its Jewish and Gentile citizens are now equal in status before
God since in Christ we are all brothers and sisters in the same eternal
family that God is now establishing in the Lord Jesus Christ throughout all
nations of the world. The practical application of what this means to those
who belong to Christ is that all the future and eternal promises God made
to Israel also apply to them. The book of Revelation states: -

When Christ returns in glory every eye will see him, even those who pierced him and all
o the tribes of the earth (Rev. 1:7).

And in Revelation chapter five we are told that:

e Christ was slain, and by his blood he ransomed people for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation (i.e., Jews and Gentiles) and he has made them a kingdom
and priests to God and they shall reign on the earth (Rev. 5:9-10).

THE GLORY OF THE SPIRITUAL TEMPLE GOD IS
BUILDING IN CHRIST

Jews and Gentiles are being united together as one body in Christ to be a
dwelling place for God by the Spirit. Believing Jews and Gentiles are being
prepared by the prophets and apostles’ teachings and by the influence of
Christ and the Holy Spirit to become a majestic and glorious sacred temple
in which God dwells for all eternity. When this majestic building is
completed there will be nothing so worthy of reverence since God dwells
in it; so ancient since the patriarchs and prophets laboured in building it;
so solid since love cements it together; so closely united and indivisible
since Christ is the corner stone; so exalted since it reaches as high as




heaven and to God himself; so full of wisdom since its specifications are
the word of God; so full of light since the Holy Spirit dispels every dark
corner; so spacious since it is spread over the whole earth; so invincible
and indestructible since it is being built by God, by Christ, by the Holy
Spirit and by the influence of God’s eternal word; so divine since it is a
living, vibrant, dynamic temple inhabited by the Holy Spirit, and so
universal since all its unique stones though spread throughout the world
are compacted together in Christ. God is the master builder of this
majestic and glorious temple; Christ is the corner stone; faithful believers
are the proper materials; the prophets and apostles are its foundation and
the Gospel and love its pillars. Christ is the door and faith is the entrance
into it. It is a spiritual building and through, faith and grace this living
building is growing into an eternal house fit for the most Holy God to dwell
in. It's beauty and radiance will surpass all temples that have ever gone
before it since it will be adorned with a vast variety of rich colour made
up of Jews and Gentiles of every age, country, sex, and condition: the
mightiest of kings, the most renowned lawgivers, the most profound
philosophers, the most eminent scholars and all those of whom the world
was not worthy have formed this building, (taken from the beautiful
writings of a faithful, but unknown brother in Christ).

Peter wrote:

e Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever
believes in him will not be put to shame (1 Pet. 2:6).

Every faithful brother and sister in Christ are represented as living stones
that God is using to build this spiritual, majestic temple of eternal glory
which will be manifested in splendour for all to see when:

e The Lord himself descends from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ are raised
then we who are alive are caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air (1 Thess. 4:15-18).
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