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Perfect and without Blemish.

During the Old Testament the animal sacrifice was to be perfect and
without blemish in its whole body, it was to have no defect in any of its
parts for the following four reasons:

1. To stamp on the mind of the Israelites God’s hatred toward sin, the
power of blood to cleanse from sin.

2. To remind Israel the importance of living a godly life.

3. To prevent those offering them from taking out of their flocks’ animals
that were diseased, or contaminated with some type of sickness, and
generally unhealthy, because they became food for the priests and
their families.

4. Because they were types and shadows of the ultimate Lamb of God
without blemish to come, the Lord Jesus Christ.

History shows that at the end of the Old Testament Israel had fallen so
far away from God, that they blatantly abused all these laws by offering
polluted food upon the LORDs altar and offering blind, lame, and sick,
animals in sacrifice.

e Malachi 1:6-8: “A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am a father,
where is my honor? And if [ am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to
you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, ‘How have we despised your name?’
7 By offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, ‘How have we polluted you?” By
saying that the LORD’s table may be despised. ® When you offer blind animals in sacrifice,
is that not evil? And when you offer those that are lame or sick, is that not evil? Present
that to your governor; will he accept you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts.

Such sacrifices were to be without blemish because they were typical of
Christ, the perfect Lamb of God without blemish, who offered himself up
so that we who are blemished could be ransomed, not with perishable
things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like
that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

e 1 Peter 1:18-19: knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from
your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, '° but with the precious
blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.

Christ’s blood flows back to the foundation of the earth: some may
think that Christ blood cleanses only those who are saved after Christ’s
death and resurrection, but this is not so, for the power of Christ’s
cleansing blood flows back to the foundation of the earth so that the
faithful of the Old and New Testament are saved by faith in the same
Messiah, the same Saviour and by the same blood. In the book of
Revelation, we read:

e Revelation 13:8: All that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

And Peter wrote:

e 1 Peter 1:18-20: You were redeemed with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot foreordained before the foundation of the world and
manifest in these last times for you.

These verses shine a brilliant spotlight on the truth that Jesus was not
only the central focus of God’s eternal mind and of His eternal plans and
purposes for mankind’s salvation and for eternity, but also highlight the




truth, that from the foundation of the world it was in God’s eternal mind
that Jesus would be the Lamb slain for mankind’s salvation. The cleansing
power of Jesus blood shed on the cross of Calvary does not just cover and
cleanse only those who have come to the Lord after his death and
resurrection, but flows all the way back to the foundations of the earth to
Adam and Eve like a spiritual invisible river cleansing all the faithful of the
Old Testament from the fall of Adam onward who by faith looked with
hope and joy to the appearing of the promised Messiah the Christ.

This shines a glorious spotlight on the truth that whether a believer is of
the Old or New Testament we are all saved by the same cleansing power,
the same cleansing blood and the same Deliverer, King, and Saviour. This
is because God in His eternal mind planned and purposed before time
began that His Son the Lord Jesus Christ would be the Saviour of all
mankind for all eternity.

e John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

e 1 Peter 3:18: For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous,
that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit.
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