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Ecclesiastes 2.

(A brief overview of the main topics).

INTRODUCTION: Ecclesiastes is a brilliant book that gives an overall view of
human life on earth viewed as a collective whole. Its primary focus is the vanity of
life on earth without God. It is viewed as vanity because what happens to the fool
happens to the wise the same events (i.e., troubles, sickness, disasters, sorrows
etc.), and ultimately death comes to the rich and the poor, the noble and the lowly,
the wise and the fool alike and life continues on as it always has. (See also the
introduction to chapter one).

NOTE: for information of people, places and the meaning of words see Map
Locations and People of the Bible, and Bible Dictionary on Website Menu.

The vanity of self-indulgence: all the pleasures, material wealth, assets and
multitudes of sex partners that a person can enjoy themselves with, does not cheer
the body up for long.

The vanity of living wisely: there is more gain to live in wisdom than folly, but the
same events (i.e., troubles, sickness, disasters, sorrows etc.), and ultimately death
comes to all. What happens to the fool happens to the wise so what advantage is
wisdom if the wise die just like the fool.

The vanity of toil: humans use their wisdom to work, they strive with their heart
full of sorrow and vexation to build their empire and even in the night their heart
does not rest. Then their gain is left to another person who has not worked for it
and who may be wise or a fool.

All is forgotten: whether one is wise or a fool there is no enduring remembrance
in the days to come all will have been long forgotten, this is vanity the wise dies just
like the fool.

God’s best for humanity: the best for a man or woman is the gain of inner
enjoyment and contentment and wisdom and knowledge God gives to those who
live to honour and please Him and the deliverance from death to eternal life in
everlasting glory. The greatest pleasure the LORD has given for a man or woman
who chooses to live indifferent to what honours and pleases God and to live with
Him is that they should eat, drink and find enjoyment in their work, because apart
from God there is no lasting enjoyment.

Worldly riches: God gives to men and women apart from Him the business of
gathering and collecting.

End.



