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North and South, West and East and their Symbolism. 
 

 
 
Topic. 
 

 East west north, and south. 
 

 North, south, west, and east. 
 

 North and its biblical symbolism. 
 

 West and its biblical symbolism. 
 

 East and its biblical symbolism. 
 

 South and its biblical symbolism. 
 

 
EAST WEST NORTH, AND SOUTH

 
 
People living in our modern western world generally orientate themselves 
by facing North, whereas people living in the ancient world orientate 
themselves by facing East so that the East was before them and the West 
behind, the South to the right, and the North to the left. The book of 
Genesis shows that God’s Spirit firstly brought spiritual and eternal life to 
the EAST, and afterward in all other directions (i.e., north, south, and 
west). 
 

 
NORTH, SOUTH, WEST, AND EAST

 
 
In the context of evil, the following verses carry the idea that evil is 
present everywhere, and in the context of good carry the idea, God’s 
saving presence is always accessible to His people from all corners of the 
world. 
 
 Psalm 139:7-12: Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your 

presence? 8If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
9If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10even 

there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 11If I say, "Surely the 

darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night," 12even the darkness is not dark 
to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.  

 

 
NORTH AND ITS BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM

 
 
Concerning the law of sacrifices Moses told Israel when a man brings an 
animal from the heard to the LORD for a burnt offering he was to:  
 

 Leviticus 1:11: Kill it on the north side of the altar before the LORD, and Aaron's sons 
the priests shall throw its blood against the sides of the altar. 

 
The implication here is that the LORD is in the north. 
 
The book of Job in the following verse gives us an amazing scientific fact:  
 
 Job 26:7: He stretches out the north over the void and hangs the earth on nothing. 
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God stretches out the north over the empty place, modern astrology and 
science confirms the Bibles statement, “the earth is hung in space upon 
nothing,” early mankind did not know this truth. 
 
 The Egyptians, believed the earth was a saucer held up by four pillars 

with a ring of mountains around the edge to keep the water from 
running off.  

 
 The Greeks believed the earth rested upon the back of Atlas, it is 

because of this popular and widespread theory that books containing 
maps are called an Atlas.  

 
 The Hindus believed that the earth was carried on an elephant's back, 

that was standing on a turtle swimming in a cosmic sea. 
 
Even today science cannot give us a better description than what God 
gave us 3,500 years ago in the book of Job. The following verse speaks 
of God’s glory coming out of the north. 
 
 Job 37:22: Out of the north comes golden splendor; God is clothed with awesome 

majesty. 
 
In the book of Isaiah, we are told that Lucifer (Satan) in his rebellion said 
in his heart: 
 
 Isaiah 14:13:  I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God, I will set my throne on 

high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north. 
 
The following verse clearly implies that the dwelling place of God is in the 
north. 
 
 Psalm 48:1-2: Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised in the city of our God! His 

holy mountain, 2beautiful in elevation, is the joy of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far 
north, the city of the great King. 

 
This verse is a clear reference to the New Jerusalem spoken of in the 
following verse: 
 
 Hebrews 12:22: You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering. 
 
Clearly these verses signify that the heavenly city of God and of Christ is 
in the north, while the words, “Beautiful in elevation in the far north,” 
(Psalm 48:2), is a reference to the fact that God has a beautiful overview 
of the entire universe and of the whole earth. From these verses we see 
that scripturally north and northward speak of upward and as such 
signifies heaven.  
 

 
WEST AND ITS BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM

 
 
West: the following shows that the west signifies moving toward God’s 
presence and restored unity with Him: 
 
 The garden of Eden was in the East so to enter the garden of Eden and 

the presence of God one would have to travel westward. 
 
 The tabernacle faced east, which means that access to its outer court, 

the Holy place, and the Most Holy Place where the presence of God 
dwelt, required walking toward the west, which means in this context 
the west signifies restored unity with God. 
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 When the Israelites travelled to worshipped in the temple, they faced 
west which means in this context the west signifies entering or moving 
toward God’s presence. 

 
 When Abram in obedience to God left the east, he went to Canaan in 

the west which means in this context the west signifies divine blessing.  
 
 When the exiles were liberated from their enemies in the east, they 

travelled west, to the land of Israel which means in this context the 
west signifies entering the promised land, God’s favour, and blessing.  

 
 When Ezekiel saw the glory of God in a vision coming from the East 

and entering the gate of the outer court of the temple that faced East 
the Spirit of the LORD lifted him up and brought him into the inner 
court of the temple that the glory of the LORD filled. (Ezek. 43:2-5). 
This means that the glory of the LORD moved toward the west and that 
the Spirit of the LORD carried Ezekiel toward the west into the presence 
of God, which means the west in this context signifies entering-into 
God’s favour and presence.  

 
Some say that the west symbolises darkness because the sun sets in the 
west and darkness follows, but this could also be taken to symbolise that 
whoever moves away from God’s spiritual light spiritual darkness will 
follow.  
 

 
EAST AND ITS BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM

 
 
The east and the sun: the sun rises in the East and banishes the 
darkness of the night therefore the East (from where light springs at the 
dawn) signifies the Glory and light of God. 
 
The east and Eden: God planted the garden of Eden, in the East (Gen. 
2:8). This garden was a place of safety and security and a place where 
Adam could freely walk with God, therefore the East symbolises God’s 
favour, protection, and presence. After Adam sinned God drove him and 
Eve, out of Eden (Gen. 3:24), which symbolically means moving from the 
East toward the West is moving away from God, while moving from the 
West toward the East is moving toward God. 
 
The east and Cain: Genesis tell us after Cain had murdered his brother 
he went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in the land of 
Nod, east of Eden (Gen. 4:16). Here moving toward the East carries the 
idea of moving away from God’s dwelling place.  
 
The east and the tower of Babel: later in Genesis we are told that the 
people migrated from the east, to the land of Shinar (west south or 
north?) where they built the tower of Babel against God’s will. (Gen. 11:2-
4). Here moving toward the East carries the idea of moving toward a place 
void of God. 
 
The east and Lot: Lot separated from Abraham and journeyed east and 
ended up in Sodom and Gomorrah. (Gen. 13:11-12). Here moving toward 
the East carries the idea of moving away from God and toward a place 
void of God. 
 
The east and the tabernacle: the tabernacle and temple were always 
set up facing the East which means that to enter the temple and approach 
God requires travelling from east toward the west. The priest had to walk 
westward to enter the gates of the tabernacle, pass the alter of sacrifice 
the place for forgiveness, pass the basin of water for cleansing and enter 
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the temple and the Holy Place where the lamp, the table of Shewbread 
and alter of incense was and pass through the veil into the Most Holy 
place where the presence of God dwelt, he had to walk from the east 
toward the west. 
 

The east and a river of life: an angel shows John a vision of the New 
Jerusalem, the city-Bride of Christ, and the river of the water of life, bright 
as crystal, flowing from the throne of God, which means God’s River of 
life was flowing westward. (Rev. 22). Ezekiel in a vision sees an 
increasingly deep and wide river coming from the temple (which always 
faced East) flowing to the outlying lands, which means that this river was 
flowing westward. (Ezek. 47). 
 

Ezekiel in a vision sees water was flowing from below the door of the 
temple toward the east (for the temple faced east) (Ezek. 47:1) and out 
through the outer gate that faces toward the east (Ezek. 47:2) and flowing 
on toward the eastern region and on into the sea where the water 
becomes fresh and brings life to every living creature in all directions. 
(Ezek. 47:8-9). This carries the idea that God’s Spirit firstly brought life 
to the East and afterward brought life in all other directions (i.e., North, 
South and West). 
 

The east and Babylon: the Israelites were exiled to Babylon in the east, 
which means in this context travelling eastward carries the idea of leaving 
God’s presence and moving toward slavery and alienation from God and 
from His saving presence. 
 

Summary of the east and the west: the east signifies the glory and 
light of God and therefore moving away from the east signifies moving 
away from God’s dwelling place; leaving His saving grace and presence 
and moving toward a place void of God and toward slavery and alienation. 
While moving toward the West signifies moving toward God and toward 
His glory, Spirit, and presence.  
 
Since the East (from where light springs at the dawn) signifies the Glory 
and light of God one needs to look East to see God coming, but if you 
could literally see Him coming toward you, He could be travelling in any 
direction depending on where you are standing. Facing the East maybe 
also be taken to be symbolic of seeing the past, and of God’s ongoing 
story, while moving toward the west may be taken to signify moving 
toward the future of the story. 
 

 
SOUTH AND ITS BIBLICAL SYMBOLISM

 
 
South: the south is both a positive and negative symbol: 
 
 Negative, because the wilderness where life does not prosper was to 

the south of Israel and Egypt, which opposed God’s power and 
oppressed His people is south of Israel.  

 
 Positive, because the south was the place where the Lord appeared to 

Moses and went with Him to Egypt and liberated His people and 
appeared to them on Mount Sinai. 

 
Overview of the north: the heavenly city of God and of Christ their 
dwelling place is in the north. 
 
Overview of the west: moving toward the west signifies restored unity 
with God, and moving toward God’s presence, blessing, favour, and 
entering the Promised Land.  
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Overview of the east: God’s temple faces East, so moving toward the 
East carries the idea of moving away from God and His presence and from 
His dwelling place, to a place void of God. 
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