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Welcome to: - 
 

Bible House Of Grace.  
 
 
 
 

God, through His Son Jesus, provides eternal grace for our failures and human limitations.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 

Various information and topics that help the reader of the Bible understand the apostles and the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s teachings. 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 29. 
 

(2010). 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
For information of: -  
 
Towns, Cities Villages and Details of the People. 
 
 Select: -    Map Locations and People of the Bible (ON WEBSITE MENU). 
 
For meanings of Words.  
 
 Select: -    Bible Dictionary (ON WEBSITE MENU). 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teach it, don’t demand it. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Although I believe my aim is pure and God’s will perfect this document is still the product of a human man. As to such I 
neither claim special knowledge or perfect understanding. 
 
If you think items presented on this site to be in error, please let me know and I will gladly reconsider the content. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Jeremiah 29. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

The following is a brief overview of the main topics.  
Thankyou for visiting; Bible House Of Grace. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Jeremiah Writes a Letter of Encouragement. 
 

Jeremiah 29:1-3 ------- 1These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the 
surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2This was after King 
Jeconiah and the queen mother, the eunuchs, the officials of Judah and Jerusalem, the 
craftsmen, and the metal workers had departed from Jerusalem. 3The letter was sent by the 
hand of Elasah the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king 
of Judah sent to Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. It said: 
 
Zedekiah (king of Judah) had Elasah take the letter Jeremiah’s had written to 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.  
 
Jeremiah wrote the letter to encourage: - 
 
 Jeconiah (the previous) king of Judah and the Queen Mother. 
 
 The eunuchs and the officials. 
 
 The craftsmen, elders and the metal workers. 
 
 The prophets and the priests of Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 All who Nebuchadnezzar had taken into captivity from Jerusalem. 
 
Elasah; means, God has made. 
 
Gemariah; means, Jehovah hath fulfilled or accomplishment of the LORD. 
 
 
The Letter Said: - 
 

Jeremiah 29:4-9 ------- 4"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their 
produce. 6Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give 
your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do 
not decrease. 7But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to 
the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 8For thus says the 
LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are 
among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, 9for it is a lie that 
they are prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, declares the LORD. 
The letter is God comforting those in captivity  
 
The LORD tells those in captivity to: - 
 
 Build houses and live in them. 
 
 Plant gardens and eat their produce. 
 
 Take wives and have sons and daughters. 
 
 Take wives for their sons, and give their daughters in marriage. 
 
 Bear children so they multiply while in Babylon and do not decrease. 
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 Seek the welfare and do what is good for the city of Babylon.  
 
 To pray for Babylon’s welfare because in it they will find their welfare. 
 
 Do not let their prophets that speak lies in the LORD’S name deceive them. 
 
Notice; God tells the people of Judah to seek the welfare of Babylon and pray to 
the LORD on Babylon’s behalf, this is because in Babylon’s welfare Judah will find 
their welfare (v7). 
 
Paul in the New Testament echoes the same theme when he said: - 
 

1 Tim. 2:1-2 -------------- 2First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made 
for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and 
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of 
God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth. 
 
And why the Apostle Paul says: - 
 

Titus 3:1-2 ---------------- 1Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every 
good work, 2to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect 
courtesy toward all people. 
 
Jeremiah’s Letter continued: - 
 

Jeremiah 29:10-15 -- 10"For thus says the LORD: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will visit you, 
and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11For I know the 
plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for wholeness and not for evil, to give you a 
future and a hope. 12Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear 
you. 13You will seek me and find me. When you seek me with all your heart, 14I will be 
found by you, declares the LORD, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all 
the nations and all the places where I have driven you, declares the LORD, and I will bring 
you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. 15"Because you have said, 'The 
LORD has raised up prophets for us in Babylon,' 
 
The LORD tells those in captivity when 70 years are completed God will: - 
 
 Visit them and fulfil His promise and bring them back to Jerusalem. 
 
 Establish them and give them a future and a hope. 
 
 Hear them when they pray and come to them when they seek Him with all their 

heart.  
 
 Restore their fortunes and gather them from all the nations where He has driven 

them and set them free from Babylon. 
 
Jeremiah’s Letter continued; the LORD is still speaking to those in captivity, he 
is telling them what is going to happen to those who rebelled against Gods word by 
remaining at Jerusalem instead of submitting to Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon.  
 

Jeremiah 29:16-23 --- 16thus says the LORD concerning the king who sits on the throne of David, and concerning all 
the people who dwell in this city (Jerusalem), your kinsmen who did not go out with you 
into exile: 17'Thus says the LORD of hosts, behold, I am sending on them sword, famine, 
and pestilence, and I will make them like vile figs that are so rotten they cannot be eaten. 
18I will pursue them with sword, famine, and pestilence, and will make them a horror to all 
the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse, a terror, a hissing, and a reproach among all the 
nations where I have driven them, 19because they did not pay attention to my words, 
declares the LORD, that I persistently sent to you by my servants the prophets, but you 
would not listen, declares the LORD.' 20Hear the word of the LORD, all you exiles whom I 
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sent away from Jerusalem to Babylon: 21'Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, 
concerning Ahab the son of Kolaiah and Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who are 
prophesying a lie to you in my name: Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall strike them down before your eyes. 
22Because of them this curse shall be used by all the exiles from Judah in Babylon: "The 
LORD make you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted in the fire," 
(burned to Death) 23because they have done an outrageous thing in Israel, they have 
committed adultery with their neighbors' wives, and they have spoken in my name lying 
words that I did not command them. I am the one who knows, and I am witness, declares 
the LORD." 
 
The king who sits on David’s throne at this time; is Zedekiah. 
 
God tells those in captivity that He is going to send: -  

 
Sword.    Famine.    Pestilence. 

 
On those who remained at Jerusalem because they did not pay attention to His 
words and because Ahab and Zedekiah have committed adultery with their 
neighbours’ wives, and spoken lying words in the LORD’S name God will deliver 
them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and strike them down 
before those who are already in captivity. 
 
Because of Zedekiah and Ahab the following curse will be used by all those 
in captivity to Babylon; "The LORD make you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the 
king of Babylon roasted in the fire." 
 
Ahab; was a false prophet who refused to be deported to Babylon and instead 
remained in Jerusalem against the word of the LORD. He joined himself to 
Zedekiah, another false prophet and predicted an early return to Jerusalem. (See 
Jeremiah 29:16-23). 
 
Zedekiah; was a false prophet who carried on his ruinous work among those who 
refused to be deported to Babylon and instead remained in Jerusalem against the 
word of the LORD. He joined himself to Ahab, another false prophet (See Jeremiah 
29:16-23). 
 
Shemaiah Appoints Himself Priest. 
 

Jeremiah 29:24-26 -- 24To Shemaiah of Nehelam you (Jeremiah) shall say: 25"Thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: You have sent letters in your name to all the people who are in Jerusalem, 
and to Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the priests, saying, 26'The 
LORD has made you priest instead of Jehoiada the priest, to have charge in the house of the 
LORD over every madman who prophesies, to put him in the stocks and neck irons.  
 
Shemaiah has written letters saying God has made him priest in place of Jehoiada 
the priest and that God has given him charge in the Temple of God and authority to 
put every false prophet in stocks and neck irons who prophesies. Shemaiah has 
sent this letter to Zephaniah, all the priests and to all the people who are in 
Jerusalem. 
 
Notice; Shemaiah implies that Jeremiah is a madman (v26). 
 
Shemaiah in his letter asks the people: - 
 

Jeremiah 29:27-29 --- 27Now why have you not rebuked Jeremiah of Anathoth who is prophesying to you? 28For he 
has sent to us in Babylon, saying, "Your exile will be long; build houses and live in them, 
and plant gardens and eat their produce." 29Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the 
hearing of Jeremiah the prophet. 
 
Shemaiah is accusing Jeremiah of being a false prophet because he prophesied 
they would go into exile (which they have) and because he is telling the people that 
Judah’s captivity will be long and encourages them to build houses and plant 
fields. Shemaiah in his letter asks Zephaniah, the priests and the people why they 
haven’t put Jeremiah in chains and stocks. 
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The LORD responds to Shemaiah’s Letter. 
 

Jeremiah 29:30-32 --- 30Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah: 31"Send to all the exiles, saying, 'Thus says 
the LORD concerning Shemaiah of Nehelam: Because Shemaiah had prophesied to you 
when I did not send him, and has made you trust in a lie, 32therefore thus says the LORD: 
Behold, I will punish Shemaiah of Nehelam and his descendants. He shall not have anyone 
living among this people, and he shall not see the good that I will do to my people, declares 
the LORD, for he has spoken rebellion against the LORD."  
 
Jeremiah is still at Jerusalem, the LORD tells him to send a letter to all those in 
captivity in Babylon telling them that the LORD did not send Shemaiah and he has 
in fact spoken rebellion in the LORD’S name and caused the people to trust in a lie 
therefore God will punish him and his descendants and he will die before the end 
of the 70 year captivity. 
 
Jeconiah; was the son of Jehoiakim and grandson of Josiah, at 18 years of age 
he began to reign, but after three months was captured by Nebuchadnezzar. 
 
Jehoiada; means, Jehovah knows, he was a High Priest.  
 
Jehoiakim; was the second son of Josiah the godly king of Judah and father of 
Jeconiah. The king of Egypt made Jehoiakim king over Jeruslem, he was an 
oppressive and thoroughly godless king and died in disgrace, “buried with the 
burial of an ass” (Jer 22:19). 
 
Nehelam; the place name Nehelam is not found in the OT. 
 
Shemaiah; (Means Jehovah has heard) he was a false prophet who fought 
against Jeremiah to his own hurt and therefore would not see God’s blessing (the 
triumphant return of the Jews from Babylon to Jerusalem) nor to leave any seed.  
 
Zephaniah; Zephaniah means, Hidden of Jehovah, he was a priest, whom 
Zedekiah sent to inquire of Jeremiah. The Babylonian captain of the guard took 
him to Riblah where Nebuchadnezzar had him slain.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
End. 

 


