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Welcome to: - 
 

Bible House Of Grace.  
 
 
 
 

God, through His Son Jesus, provides eternal grace for our failures and human limitations.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 

Various information and topics that help the reader of the Bible understand the apostles and the 
Lord Jesus Christ’s teachings. 

 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 
 
 

Jeremiah 12. 
 

(2010). 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
For information of: -  
 
Towns, Cities Villages and Details of the People. 
 
 Select: -    Map Locations and People of the Bible (ON WEBSITE MENU). 
 
For meanings of Words.  
 
 Select: -    Bible Dictionary (ON WEBSITE MENU). 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teach it, don’t demand it. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Although I believe my aim is pure and God’s will perfect this document is still the product of a human man. As to such I 
neither claim special knowledge or perfect understanding. 
 
If you think items presented on this site to be in error, please let me know and I will gladly reconsider the content. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Jeremiah 12. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

The following is a brief overview of the main topics.  
Thankyou for visiting; Bible House Of Grace. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Why does the way of the Wicked Prosper. 
 

Jeremiah 12:1-2 -------- 1Righteous are you, O LORD, when I (Jeremiah) complain to you; yet I would plead my case 
before you. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why do all who are treacherous 
thrive? 2You plant them, and they take root; they grow and produce fruit; you are near in 
their mouth and far from their heart. 
 
The wicked in this context are the people of Judah they confess God with their 
words but are corrupt on the inside and outside. Jeremiah is confused, he is 
bewildered he does not understand why God allows the wicked to increase, 
prosper and thrive when LORD is far from their heart (inner most being). 
 
In the previous chapter; the men of Judah were so far removed from God’s will that 
they threatened to kill Jeremiah (Jer 11:19-21).  
 
The majestic faith of Jeremiah; he was such an enormously faithful and godly man 
he continued to proclaim God’s word even when it could bring about the end of his 
own life. 
 
Jeremiahs confusion; comes about as he looks at people who are not only 
indifferent to God, but are actually involved in worshipping pagan gods and even 
looking for ways to kill him, yet they seem to be having an easier life than he is.  
 
The LORD knows Jeremiah. 
 

Jeremiah 12:3-4 -------- 3But you, O LORD, know me (Jeremiah); you see me, and test my heart toward you. Pull 
them (the wicked) (v1) out like sheep for the slaughter, and set them apart for the day of 
slaughter. 4How long will the land mourn and the grass of every field wither? For the evil 
of those who dwell in it the beasts and the birds are swept away, because they said, "He 
will not see our latter end." 
 
Notice. 
 
Jeremiah is confident the LORD sees his heart and he knows that God uses times 
of trouble to test our heart toward Him. Sometimes crisis and hardship come our 
way as a test to our faith in the LORD, will we abandon Him, forsake our faith, seek 
some other spiritual teaching or continue to praise and worship the LORD 
regardless of the circumstances, good or bad that surround us? 
 
The apostle Johns says: - 
 

1 Peter 1:3-7 ------------ 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 
heaven for you, 5who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready 
to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your 
faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not 
seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice 
with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, 
the salvation of your souls.  
 

The ultimate crowning glory of the Christian faith will be manifested to all when the  
Lord Jesus Christ returns. 
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Note; (v4) the wicked of Judah lived as though God would not see the evil they 
were doing and because of this the land and the animals suffered. Jeremiah is 
basically asking to the LORD, to destroy the wicked so that this would not be so 
(v3-4). 
 
 
Do not Believe them, though they Speak Friendly Words to You. 
 

Jeremiah 12:5-6 ------- 5"If you (the people of Judah) have raced with men on foot, and they have wearied you, how 
will you compete with horses? And if in a safe land you are so trusting, what will you do in 
the thicket of the Jordan? 6For even your brothers and the house of your father, even they 
have dealt treacherously with you; they are in full cry after you; do not believe them, 
though they speak friendly words to you." 
 
Jeremiah asks the people of Judah if they get tired while running how are they 
going to fight against horses (referring to the armies of Babylon). This is another 
example of how corrupt the people have become, they are acting as a friend, but in 
reality are deceiving and using each other for their own gain. 
 
God has abandoned His Beloved. 
 

Jeremiah 12:7-13 ----- 7"I (the LORD) have forsaken my house; I have abandoned my heritage; I have given the 
beloved of my soul into the hands of her enemies. 
 
The LORD loved the people of Israel, just as a parent loves their own child, He 
would have done anything to protect, prosper and help Judah, but if a child rejects 
their parent, deceives and cheats other members of their own family out of what is 
rightfully theirs and even perverts justice so they can kill their brothers and sisters 
to gain their land and houses the parent is forced to discipline the child for the 
safety of the innocent and to turn the corrupt child from their wickedness. 
 
Many Shepherds have destroyed the LORD’S Vineyard. 
 

Jeremiah 12:8-13 ------- 8My heritage has become to me like a lion in the forest; she has lifted up her voice against 
me; therefore I hate her. 9Is my heritage to me like a hyena's lair? Are the birds of prey 
against her all around? Go, assemble all the wild beasts; bring them to devour. 10Many 
shepherds have destroyed my vineyard; they have trampled down my portion; they have 
made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 11They have made it a desolation; 
desolate, it mourns to me. The whole land is made desolate, but no man lays it to heart. 
12Upon all the bare heights in the desert destroyers have come, for the sword of the LORD 
devours from one end of the land to the other; no flesh has peace. 13They have sown wheat 
and have reaped thorns; they have tired themselves out but profit nothing. They shall be 
ashamed of their harvests because of the fierce anger of the LORD."  
 
How tragic is this; the people of Judah are pictured as a mighty lion without fear 
roaring at the LORD.  
 
No man lays it to heart; refers to at this time Assyria had destroyed the cities, 
houses and farms of the Ten Tribes of Israel in the land of Samaria and taken the 
people captive, the people of Judah should have learnt a lesson by seeing what 
happened to Israel yet they continued on committing the same gross sins and 
worshipping idols. 
 
They sowed wheat and reaped thorns, nothing they did profited: - 
 
In the covenant they had with God, the LORD promised to bless all their land, their 
cattle and prosper all the work they did, the fact that the land was producing only 
thorns and everything they put their hand to failed should have made them 
examine themselves to see why these things were so. 
 
Note; this principle does not apply to New Testament Christians, they are under a 
totally different covenant to the LORD, theirs is a covenant of grace not works, just 
because a Christian or their family is suffering some hardship or crisis it does not 
mean there is some gross sin they need to repent of and turn away from. 
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Notice; God holds the shepherds of Israel responsible for leading the people 
astray and destroying the entire nation (v10). 
 
God will remove Israel and Judah from their Land. 
 

Jeremiah 12:14-15 --- 14Thus says the LORD concerning all my evil neighbors who touch the heritage that I have 
given my people Israel to inherit: "Behold, I will pluck them (Israel’s evil neighbors) up 
from their land, and I will pluck up the house of Judah from among them (their evil 
neighbors). 15And after I have plucked them (Judah), up, I will again have compassion on 
them, and I will bring them again each to his heritage and each to his land. 
 
God is saying he will destroy the surrounding nations of Israel and Judah that have 
brought them harm and at the same time remove Judah from among them. Then 
He will have compassion on His people and bring them back to their land.  
 
These Foreboding Words were Fulfilled through Babylon.  
 
Babylon invaded Jerusalem and took its inhabitants (the Two Tribes of Judah) into 
captivity later Babylon conquered Assyria who had previously taken Israel (the Ten 
Tribes in the land of Samaria) captive. Israel and Judah were under Babylonian 
rule for 70 years. They went into captivity to Babylon as two rebellious nations who 
had turned from God to idols and who were even sacrificing their own children to 
pagan gods.  
 
While in captivity God moulded them like a master potter moulds a beautiful clay 
jar. They went into Babylon as two unfaithful nations that had turned away from the 
LORD to idols and other gods. Seventy years later, Cyrus (King of Persia) who the 
LORD called His Shepherd (Isaiah 44:28) gave written permission to Israel to 
return to Jerusalem. Under Ezra and Nehemiah God brought Israel back to their 
beloved City Jerusalem as one nation faithful to only one God, the LORD their 
God, the God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob (Israel never turned to pagan gods 
again).  
 
God’s People are Called to Follow the LORD. 
 

Jeremiah 12:16-17 ---- 16And it shall come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, to swear by 
my name, 'As the LORD lives,' even as they taught my people to swear by Baal, then they 
shall be built up in the midst of my people. 17But if any nation will not listen, then I will 
utterly pluck it up and destroy it, declares the LORD." As the Bible reader ends the Old 
Testament and begins the New it becomes clearly evident that even though the 
people of Israel did not return to other gods they did fall away from the LORD and 
bring shame to His Name. 
 
The New Testament religious leaders Scribes, Pharisees and Chief Priests 
were: -  
 
 Perverting justice for their own gain. 
 
 Oppressing the poor and less fortunate for their own profit.  
 
 More concerned about their own power, control and status than they were the 

word of God and the people they were meant to be leading. 
 
Jesus said the Scribes and the Pharisees: - 
 
 Preach, but do not practice what they preach themselves. 
 
 Place heavy burdens on others which they themselves are not willing to bear. 
 
 All the religious things they do is simply so they will look good or spiritual before 

others. 
 
 At meetings they love the best seats so they look important.  
 
 Loved being esteemed and called by their title.  



5 
 

Thus the Scribes and the Pharisees motive for being religious leaders was for their 
own financial gain, power and self-importance and not for the LORD or the people 
who were seeking the LORD. 
 
Jesus spoke the following 7 Woes against the religious leaders of his day: - 
 
1. WOE; to the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! They make it near impossible 

for others to find the Lord because they are not even in the Kingdom of God 
themselves.  

 
2. WOE; to the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! They travel the world to save a 

person, but when they accept the Lord they make them worse than they were 
(probably because they turn them into legalistic religious zealots).  

 
3. WOE; to the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! They teach if a godly person in 

the Temple or by the altar promises to give gold or a gift to the Temple they are 
bound by their promise, but if they simply make any other promise before God 
they are not bound to it. This gold or gift becomes the property of the Scribes 
and Pharisees so when a promise works to their advantage they tell the people 
they are bound to it, but before God all promises count that is why the LORD 
says, let your yes be yes and your no be no, meaning be true to what you say, if 
you say you will do something do it.  

 
4. WOE; to the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! They give a tithe of everything, 

but do not practice the more important things like justice mercy and faithfulness.  
 
5. WOE; to the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! They do all the outward 

religious things but on the inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.  
 
6. WOE; to the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! They appear beautiful and 

righteous, but on the inside are full of the spiritual death of those seeking the 
Lord because of their hypocrisy and the lawlessness (dishonesty and deceit) of 
their hearts. 

 
7. WOE; to the Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! They have the same murdering 

spirit as their fathers who killed the prophets; this is clearly evidenced in their 
evil act of having the ultimate prophet the Son of God the Lord Jesus Christ 
crucified. 

 
Jesus finishes with the tragic words; "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 
the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered 
your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would 
not! See, your house is left to you desolate because you will not see me again, 
until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord." (Matt 23). 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
End. 

 


