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Ezra 7 
 

 
 
Topics 
 
 Ezra the son of Seraiah, son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest. 
 
 Priests, Levites, singers, temple servants went up to Jerusalem. 
 
 Ezra went up from Babylon, and came to Jerusalem. 
 
 Ezra set his heart to study the law of the LORD. 
 
 The copy of the letter that king Artaxerxes gave to Ezra. 
 
 Carry all the silver and gold from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
 
 Artaxerxes decrees, whatever Ezra requires, let it be done. 
 
 Let all be done, lest God’s wrath be against the king. 
 
 It is unlawful to impose tribute on priests and temple servants. 
 
 God put it in the heart of the king, to beautify the temple. 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 
The book of Ezra begins where 2 Chronicles ended as prophesied by Isaiah 
(Isa. 44:28) the Persian King Cyrus had sent exiles led by Zerubbabel 
back to Jerusalem in 538 B.C. (Persia had defeated Babylon in 539 B.C.). 
Despite opposition from the non-Jewish inhabitants of Judea, and after 
encouragement by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah the temple was 
rebuilt (515 B.C.). Then in 458 B.C., Ezra led the second of three waves 
of returning exiles. By the time Ezra arrived, the people had again fallen 
into sin, Ezra preached God’s word and the people repented (10:9-17). 
Ezra succeeded because God’s hand was upon him (Ezra 7:6, 9, 28) (Ezra 
8:18, 22, 31). This book (probably written by Ezra), shows that God uses 
pagan kings to accomplish His purposes and His faithfulness to His 
promises and His people. 
 
NOTE: for information concerning people, places and the meaning of 
words see Map Locations and People of the Bible, and Bible Dictionary on 
Website Menu. 
 

 
 
The previous chapter: begins with Darius ordering a search for the 
decree that Cyrus had made concerning the building of the House of the 
LORD. The decree was found and Darius commands Tattenai to let the 
work on the temple continue. The Jews finish the temple, hold the 
Passover Feast and the Feast of Unleavened bread and celebrate with 
great joy the completion of the temple. 
 

 
EZRA 7:1-5 

 
 
Ezra the Son of Seraiah, Son of Eleazar, Son of Aaron the Priest. 
 
 Ezra 7:1-5: Now after this, in the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra the son of 

Seraiah, son of Azariah, son of Hilkiah, 2  son of Shallum, son of Zadok, son of Ahitub, 
3  son of Amariah, son of Azariah, son of Meraioth, 4  son of Zerahiah, son of Uzzi, son 
of Bukki, 5  son of Abishua, son of Phinehas, son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the chief priest. 
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The story so far: Cyrus king of Persia conquered Babylon and gave the 
Jews permission to return to Jerusalem. Ezra had returned with 
Zerubbabel in the first wave of returning exiles. Later he returned to 
Babylon with an embassy of faithful men where he won the favour of the 
Persian king and returned in the second wave with the Jews spoken of in 
this chapter.  
 
The previous chapter: ended with the words: “They finished their 
building by decree of the God of Israel and by decree of Cyrus and Darius 
and Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the House of the LORD was finished 
on the third day of the month of Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of 
Darius the king. (Ezra 6:14-15). Now, this chapter begins with the words: 
“after this” (meaning after the completion of the temple), during the reign 
of Artaxerxes king of Persia, and verse seven states: “in the seventh year 
of Artaxerxes the king, some of the people of Israel went up to Jerusalem.” 
The seventh year here does not refer to the year after the completion of 
the Temple, but the seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes the king. Who 
this Artaxerxes is, is not easy to say; he cannot be the Artaxerxes 
between Cyrus and Darius, because he hindered the work of the building. 
 
 Ezra 4:21-23: Therefore make a decree that these men be made to cease, and that this 

city be not rebuilt, until a decree is made by me. 22  And take care not to be slack in this 
matter. Why should damage grow to the hurt of the king?” 23  Then, when the copy of 
King Artaxerxes’ letter was read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their 
associates, they went in haste to the Jews at Jerusalem and by force and power made them 
cease.  

 
So, it must have been one of the following two that followed after Darius, 
which means it could have been either: 

 
1. Xerxes, Darius’s son and successor: who was also called 

Artaxerxes, and Ahasuerus, who at this time may have been working 
with his father Darius, as his viceroy, and acting as co-emperor with 
his father during his lifetime, which was not unusual. As Darius’s son it 
is most likely he favored the Jews, and promoted their cause and saw 
that his father’s decree was carried out.  
 

2. Artaxerxes Longimanus, the son of Xerxes and grandson of 
Darius: which is more likely. In chapter seven he is seen as the king 
of Persia who was best known by the name of Artaxerxes. Though the 
following verse shows that the building work of the temple was fully 
completed during the reign of Darius: 
 
 Ezra 6:15: and this house was finished on the third day of the month of Adar, in the 

sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.  
 

However, after the reign of Darius the Temple was more fully completed 
and adorned by Artaxerxes, who made a decree that the people of Israel 
may go to Jerusalem with all the silver and gold that they find in the whole 
province of Babylonia, and that whatever else is required for the House of 
God that they lack or that Ezra desired the king would provide. (Ezra 7:11-
27). 
 
 And I, Artaxerxes the king, make a decree to all the treasurers in the province Beyond the 

River: Whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven, requires of 
you, let it be done with all diligence. (Ezra 7:21). 

 
 Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who put such a thing as this into the heart 

of the king (Artaxerxes), to beautify the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 
7:27). 

 
Most commentators suppose the “Artaxerxes king of Persia,” refers to 
Artaxerxes Longimanus.  
 
Ezra’s genealogy: this genealogy of Ezra is a brief overview of Ezra’s 
family line since it is incomplete, most likely to keep it short, for its main 
purpose is to prove that Ezra came from Aaron. The six generations that 
have been omitted, between Meraioth and Azariah are found in (1 Chron. 
6:7-15). 
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Ezra the son of Seraiah: better the grandson or great-grandson of 
Seraiah. Seraiah was the high priest put to death by Nebuchadnezzar at 
Riblah (2Kings 25:18) (Jer. 52:24-27).  
 

 
EZRA 7:6 

 
 
Ezra the Scribe was Skilled in the Law of Moses. 
 
 Ezra 7:6: this Ezra went up from Babylonia. He was a scribe (ready scribe in KJV) skilled 

in the Law of Moses that the LORD, the God of Israel, had given, and the king granted 
him all that he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him.  

 
This was the second time that Ezra came up from Babylon, with the king’s 
consent and commission, for he came firstly came up from Babylon with 
Zerubbabel as the following verses show: 
 
 Nehemiah 12:1: These are the priests and the Levites who came up with Zerubbabel the 

son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,  
 
It is most likely the chief men at Jerusalem had sent Ezra with an embassy 
to Babylon to the king or the governors of Syria to acquaint them with the 
progress of the building work, or to ask for further help, or to persuade 
those that remained to return and obtain permission from the king for 
them to do so. He returns to Jerusalem with the king’s consent. 
 
Ezra the scribe: this does not mean that he was merely a penman, or 
that he had a quick hand in writing out copies of the law, but that he had 
studied it thoroughly, and was well versed in the knowledge of it, and 
highly instructed in it and qualified to teach it to others. The words, “ready 
scribe,” carry the idea that he was so well versed, that he could give a 
ready account of any part of the Law. From an early date professional 
scribes were well known in Egypt and under David and his successors 
scribes were attached to the court as the king's secretaries. 
 
 2 Samuel 8:17: and Zadok the son of Ahitub and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were 

priests, and Seraiah was secretary (scribe in KJV). 
 
 2 Samuel 20:25:  and Sheva was secretary (scribe in KJV); and Zadok and Abiathar were 

priests; 
 
 2 Kings 12:10: And whenever they saw that there was much money in the chest, the 

king’s secretary (scribe in KJV) and the high priest came up and they bagged and counted 
the money that was found in the house of the LORD. 

 
However, it was not until the time of the captivity that the class of scribes 
to which Ezra belonged arose. The scribes of his time, and of later Jewish 
history, were students, interpreters, and copiers of the Law that were held 
in high esteem. They were eminent doctors of Moses Law and in all that 
related to the civil and ecclesiastical polity and customs of the Hebrew 
people (v6), and priests who interpreted, taught and guarded the law of 
God (v10).  
 
In the New Testament scribes are the same as the lawyers, because they 
were teachers of the law. The following verses show that scribes of this 
description possessed great authority and influence. 
 
 Matthew 23:25: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the 

outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 
 
They were highly educated in the law of Moses and had great authority. 
 
 Matthew 23:2: “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat. 
 

 Matthew 23:13: “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the 
kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those 
who would enter to go in. 
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The emphatic application of the title “the scribe” to Ezra marks the high 
honor in which the office was held.  
 
The king granted him all that he asked: (v6), Ezra left Babylon 
entrusted with an important commission to be carried out in Jerusalem. 
The expression, “for the hand of the LORD his God was on him,” can carry 
the following two ideas: 
 
 The divine hand of the LORD was upon the heart of the king moving 

him to grant what Ezra asked of him. 
 
 The hand of the LORD was upon Ezra favouring him in all that he set 

his hand to do and to give him success and prosperity 
 

 
EZRA 7:7 

 
 
Priests, Levites, Singers, Temple Servants went up to Jerusalem. 
 
 Ezra 7:7: And there went up also to Jerusalem, in the seventh year of Artaxerxes the 

king, some of the people of Israel, and some of the priests and Levites, the singers and 
gatekeepers (porters in KJV, and the temple servants. (Nethinims in KJV) 

 
Though the previous chapter states that the House of the LORD was 
finished in the sixth year of the reign of Darius (also called Artaxerxes) 
the king (Ezra 6:15), it does not mean that the seventh year of Artaxerxes 
mentioned here in this chapter refers to Darius, because the focus is the 
seventh year of Artaxerxes reign. It is difficult to say who Artaxerxes here 
is, but most suppose him to be Artaxerxes Longimanus. For further 
information see the notes following (v1-5) (above).  
 
There went up some of the children of Israel to Jerusalem: (v7) 
This was a second group that went up to Jerusalem after the House of the 
LORD had been completed, either because Ezra encouraged them, or they 
had heard that the temple had been completed and Judah was prospering. 
Amongst this group were there were people like those who went up at 
first with Zerubbabel, Jeshua and others. 
 
 They came with Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, 

Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah. The number of the men of the people of Israel. (Ezra 
2:2). 
 

 Now the priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the 
temple servants lived in their towns, and all the rest of Israel in their towns. (Ezra 2:70). 

 
It is most likely that this second group was made up of those who did not 
have a strong motive to go at the first, but now upon hearing that the 
temple was rebuilt, and the worship of God restored willing returned to 
Jerusalem with Ezra. It is very likely amongst this second group there 
were some of the ten tribes, as well as others of the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin who, did not go up when Cyrus first decreed all could return, 
but chose to remain in in the countries of Babylon they had settled in, but 
now upon hearing how things were going in Judea and that their cities 
prospered and the temple was finished desired to return. 
 
The priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers and the temple 
servants: (v7) return to Jerusalem to take their places, and fulfill their 
duties in the temple now that it is completed.  
 
Nethinims: means the given ones, dedicated, set apart, for the menial 
work of the sanctuary for the Levites. It was the name given to the temple 
assistants in ancient Jerusalem. They served under the Levites in the 
temple, and were accordingly freed from all tolls. The tradition is that the 
the inhabitants of Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth and Kirjathjearim were the 
original Nethinims. 
 
 Joshua 9:27:And Joshua made them (the inhabitants of Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth and 

Kirjathjearim) that day hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and 
for the altar of the LORD, even unto this day, in the place which he should choose.  
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Their duty was to do the menial work around the temple such as collecting 
fire wood and water etc., and general maintenance of and around the 
temple. 
 

 
EZRA 7:8-9 

 
 
Ezra went up from Babylon, and came to Jerusalem. 
 
 Ezra 7:8-9: And Ezra came to Jerusalem in the fifth month, which was in the seventh 

year of the king. 9  For on the first day of the first month he began to go up from Babylonia, 
and on the first day of the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, for the good hand of his God 
was on him. 

 
After the temple was completed, Ezra had gone down to Babylon in the 
seventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia (see previous 
verses), since we are not told what month he left Jerusalem to journey to 
Babylon, we are probably safe to suppose that he left sometime during 
the first month. He arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month (corresponding 
to the end of our July or beginning of our August), which means the 
complete journey there and back was around four to five months. 
 
The direct distance as a crow flies from Babylon to Jerusalem: is 
about 840 kilometers (around 520 miles) while the indirect, winding and 
meandering route by Carchemish and the Orontes valley, which was 
ordinarily taken by armies or large bodies of men, is about 1450 
kilometers (around 900 miles) or around 2900 kilometers (around 1800) 
miles return. According to Google to walk 1600 kilometers (around 1000 
miles) at a comfortable walking speed on flat ground travelling at 5 
kilometers (3 miles) per hour, it would take around 600 hours (around 
3½ weeks) to do the return trip of 2900 kilometers. if they were walking 
24 hours a day, which of course would be impossible to do, so allowing 
for rests and time to sleep we could safely double this time to 7 weeks or 
around 2 months.  
 
Though four to five months may seem a long period of time to some, it is 
feasible, because we don’t know how much time Ezra spent in Babylon 
and it is certain he would have had meetings with the king and his officials 
and with the remaining exiles telling them all that has happened in Judah 
and encouraging them to return. Added to this, he had to conduct a large 
caravan of poor people, including women, children, and all their household 
possessions, which means they would have travelled very slowly making 
many stops. They also had to carry the silver and gold that the king and 
his counselors freely offered to the God of Israel, and all the silver and 
gold that they found in the whole province of Babylonia and the bulls, 
rams, lambs, grain and drink offerings they had purchased (v15-18), 
which would all have taken some time to search out and gather together. 
 
The fifth month: was the month Abib, corresponding to part of July and 
part of August: which was in the seventh year of the king Artaxerxes of 
the preceding verse. 
 

 
EZRA 7:10 

 
 
Ezra Set His Heart to Study the Law of the LORD. 
 
 Ezra 7:10: For Ezra had set his heart (prepared his heart in KJV) to study the Law of the 

LORD, and to do it and to teach his statutes and rules (judgments in KJV) in Israel.  
 
The statement, “Ezra had prepared his heart,” means: 
 
 He set his mind and affections upon the Law of Moses and made 

seeking it his primary focus to diligently find out the true sense and 
meaning of it and learn what sins and errors were to be reformed, and 
what duties were to be performed. 
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 He gave himself to study the law, ceremonial and civil, and its 
principles, promises, morals, privileges and requirements and practiced 
it himself. 

 
 From love and zeal, he devoted himself to teaching its statutes, 

ordinances, its moral judgments and precepts. 
 
It is interesting to note the order of this list, first, he endeavors to 
understand God’s law and word not to puff himself up or for any showiness, 
but in order to practice it himself; next, he conscientiously practices what 
he did understand, which made his doctrine much more effective; and 
then he earnestly desires and labours to instruct others, that they also 
might know and do it.  
 
This is a perfect description of a teacher amongst the congregation. Ezra 
earned the title, “a ready scribe,” (v6), meaning at any time he was ready 
and prepared to answer any question concerning the Law of the LORD, 
which shows he attained to the full knowledge of it and became master of 
it clearly knowing what was not to be done and what was to be done 
amongst the people of Israel. To attain to such a goal, requires a passion 
and love in the heart for God and His word; a great sacrifice of time, 
leisure and worldly joys to study and read, and afterward put into practice 
what has been learned. 
 

 
ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA 

 
EZRA 7:12-13 

 
 
The Copy of the Letter that King Artaxerxes Gave to Ezra. 
 
 Ezra 7:11-13: This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra the priest, 

the scribe, a man learned in matters of the commandments of the LORD and his statutes 
for Israel: 12  “Artaxerxes, king of kings, to Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the 
God of heaven. Peace (perfect peace in KJV). And now 13  I make a decree that anyone 
of the people of Israel or their priests or Levites in my kingdom, who freely offers to go 
to Jerusalem, may go with you. 

 
Artaxerxes, king of kings: (v12) Artachshatra in Persian, and in Hebrew 
Artachshasta. The Persian monarchs inherited this title from the 
Babylonians.  
 
 Daniel 2:37: You, (Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon) O king, the king of kings, to whom 

the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, and the might, and the glory. 
 
The title, king of kings, signified, he was the chief and most powerful king 
above all other kings, as the heaven of heavens signified the highest 
heaven, and vanity of vanities, signified the greatest vanity. Having many 
kings and kingdoms subject and tributary to him this was not merely a 
proud conceited title but a title that was given to the king who had 
authority over all other kings in his dominion that came under his 
authority and rule. It was a title almost all Persian monarchs assumed in 
their inscriptions. 
 
Peace (perfect peace in KJV) (v12) perfect peace is not in the original, 
the word peace is the opening word of the first paragraph of King 
Artaxerxes letter, it is his salutation to Ezra the priest, much like we may 
begin a letter with the words, “may God’s peace be with you.” 
 
To Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of heaven: 
(v12) or as it may be rendered in Hebrew, “a perfect scribe of the law.” 
The appointment of Ezra to this influential mission was of the highest 
importance to the Hebrew people, as a large proportion of them had 
become, in some measure, strangers to the language and the institutions 
of their forefathers. 
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ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:14-16 

 
 
Carry all the Silver and Gold from Babylon to Jerusalem. 
 
 Ezra 7:14-16: For you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to make inquiries 

about Judah and Jerusalem according to the Law of your God, which is in your hand, 
15  and also to carry the silver and gold that the king and his counselors have freely offered 
to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, 16  with all the silver and gold that 
you shall find in the whole province of Babylonia, and with the freewill offerings of the 
people and the priests, vowed willingly for the house of their God that is in Jerusalem. 

 
Recognizing Ezra’s great wisdom and knowledge the king and his 
counselors send him back to Judah and Jerusalem for the following two 
reasons: 

 
1. To make certain all things would be done according to the Law of God. 

 
2. To carry the silver and gold that the king and his counsellors had freely 

offered, and all the silver and gold that they found in the province of 
Babylonia, and the freewill offerings the people and the priests willingly 
gave for the House of God. 

 

 
ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:17-18 

 
 
Buy Bulls, Rams and Lambs and Offer them On the Altar of God. 
 
 Ezra 7:17-18: With this money, then, you shall with all diligence (buy speedily in KJV) 

buy bulls, rams, and lambs, with their grain offerings and their drink offerings, and you 
shall offer them on the altar of the house of your God that is in Jerusalem. 18  Whatever 
seems good to you and your brothers to do with the rest of the silver and gold, you may 
do, according to the will of your God. 

 
You shall with all diligence (buy speedily in KJV), means purchase wisely 
and immediately whatever is needed for sacrificial, ceremonial and grain 
offerings according to the law of Moses. 
 

 
ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:19-20 

 
 
Whatever is Required you May Provide Out of the King’s Treasury. 
 
 Ezra 7:19-20: The vessels that have been given you for the service of the house of your 

God, you shall deliver before the God of Jerusalem. 20  And whatever else is required for 
the house of your God, which it falls to you to provide, you may provide it out of the 
king’s treasury. 

 
These vessels of silver, and basins of gold and of fine copperware were to 
be added to those taken up by Zerubbabel. They are not the vessels that 
had previously belonged to the temple, for they were delivered by Cyrus 
to Sheshbazzar. These vessels were the presents the king and his 
counsellors had freely offered spoken of in the following verse: 
 
 Ezra 8:25: And I weighed out to them the silver and the gold and the vessels, the offering 

for the house of our God that the king and his counselors and his lords and all Israel there 
present had offered. 

 
They were to be dedicated and devoted to the service of the LORD who 
was worshipped in the temple at Jerusalem. 
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ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:21-22 

 
 
Artaxerxes Decrees, Whatever Ezra Requires, Let it be Done. 
 
 Ezra 7:21-22: “And I, Artaxerxes the king, make a decree to all the treasurers in the 

province Beyond the River: Whatever Ezra the priest, the scribe of the Law of the God of 
heaven, requires of you, let it be done with all diligence, 22  up to 100 talents of silver, 100 
cors of wheat, 100 baths of wine, 100 baths of oil, and salt without prescribing how much.  

 
The Persian officers in Syria were commanded to grant Ezra every 
assistance by gifts of money up to: 
 
100 talents of silver: varying from 25-40 kg per talent = 2500-4000kg 
 
100 cors of wheat: 230 kilograms per cor = 23000 kg 
 
100 baths of wine: 1 bath is 22 litres = 2200 litres 
 
100 baths of oil: 1 bath is 22 litres = 2200 litres 
 
And no limit on salt. 
 

 
ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:23 

 
 
Let all be Done, Lest God’s Wrath be Against the King. 
 
 Ezra 7:23: Whatever is decreed by the God of heaven, let it be done in full for the house 

of the God of heaven, lest his wrath be against the realm of the king and his sons. 
 
Ezra in his meeting with Artaxerxes the king would have informed him 
that the God of Israel had given His people certain laws that they were to 
keep when worshipping Him and therefore the king’s edict declares that 
these laws are to be observed. 
 
Why should there be wrath against the king and his sons? During 
these ancient times, kings and nations who worshipped idols and pagan 
gods, believed that, for their nation to prosper they had to appease the 
gods they believed in, and if they did not their gods would turn against 
them. This is especially true of the Romans and one of the reasons they 
persecuted Christians, for they believed Christians would bring the wrath 
of their gods upon their nation, because they denied their gods and 
worshipped a totally different God. In the case of the Persians, Ezra had 
told the king that the God of Israel is for good on all who seek Him, and 
the power of his wrath is against all who forsake Him. 
 
 For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of soldiers and horsemen to protect us against 

the enemy on our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our God is for good on 
all who seek him, and the power of his wrath is against all who forsake him.” (Ezra 8:22). 

 
With these things in mind the king discerned the danger of incurring God’s 
displeasure and was therefore careful not to invite the wrath of Ezra’s God 
upon himself, his sons or his kingdom by the omission of any part of his 
worship, because of his neglect and therefore did everything he could to 
appease Israel’s God. 
 

 
ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:24 
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It is Unlawful to Impose Tribute on Priests and Temple Servants. 
 
 Ezra 7:24: We also notify you that it shall not be lawful to impose tribute, custom, or toll 

on anyone of the priests, the Levites, the singers, the doorkeepers (porters in KJV), the 
temple servants (Nethinims in KJV), or other servants  (ministers in KJV) of this house 
of God.  

 
The king’s exemption to pay taxes is so large that it covers the entire 
ministry of the temple from the least to the greatest, the priests, Levites, 
singers, porters, gatekeepers, the temple servants and ministers of the 
House of God. The fact the edict declared it unlawful for the king’s officers 
to impose taxes on them made them free citizens of the empire, which 
put great honour upon them, and at the same time gave them liberty to 
fully attend to their ministry without the worry of paying taxes to the 
government. 
 

 
ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:25 

 
 
Appoint Magistrates and Teach those who Do Not Know God’s Law. 
 
 Ezra 7:25: “And you, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand, 

appoint magistrates and judges who may judge all the people in the province Beyond the 
River, all such as know the laws of your God. And those who do not know them, you 
shall teach. 

 
According to the wisdom of your God that is in your hand, the hand in this 
context symbolizes works, the meaning is according to the law of God that 
was in his mind and heart and that he outwardly lived. The kings letter 
made Ezra supreme authority in the province over the Jewish population 
on his side of the Euphrates River and over their civil and religious laws. 
He had absolute authority to set up magistrates and rulers who knew the 
Jewish ceremonial and religious laws of God over the nation of Israel with 
power to punish offenders by fines, imprisonment, exile, or death, 
according to the seriousness of their crime. This was a great favour to the 
Jews, for them to have their own magistrates chosen by Ezra acting as 
judges over their nation, and not heathen magistrates was a great 
freedom from the bias of heathen magistrates, especially those who 
worshipped other gods.  
 
Those who do not know God’s laws, you shall teach: (v25) all who 
were ignorant of the laws of God, Ezra was to teach, which implies that 
the king had no objection to the Jews making proselytes to the Jewish 
religion of the inhabitants of nations that were submitted to him.  
 

 
ARTAXERXES DECREE TO EZRA -- CONTINUED 

 
EZRA 7:26 

 
 
Strictly Judge those who do Not Obey God’s Law or the King. 
 
 Ezra 7:26: Whoever will not obey the law of your God and the law of the king, let 

judgment be strictly executed on him, whether for death or for banishment or for 
confiscation of his goods or for imprisonment.” 

 
King Artaxerxes degree proclaimed the following seven things: 
 
1. It allowed all of the people of Israel and the priests and Levites dwelling 

in the king’s kingdom, who freely desired to return to Jerusalem, to go 
with Ezra. (v13). 

 
2. It permitted all who did return to carry the silver and gold that the king 

had freely offered and the silver and gold that they found in the 
province of Babylonia, and all the freewill offerings the people and 
priests had willingly vowed for the House of God. (v15-16). 
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3. It allowed them to buy bulls, rams and lambs, to be used as sacrifices 
on the altar of the House of God and their grain and drink offerings. 
(v17-18). 

 
4. It made it unlawful to impose taxes, custom or tolls on anyone who 

served in the House of God from the greatest to the least. (v24). 
 
5. It allowed Ezra to appoint Jewish magistrates and judges who know 

the laws of God over all the people in the province on their side of the 
river Euphrates. (v25). 

 
6. It permitted Ezra to teach those who did not know God’s laws and His 

word. (v25). 
 
7. It allowed their magistrates and judges to banish criminals from their 

native country to a foreign distant land, or confiscate their houses, land 
and possessions, or put them in prison or to death if guilty of a capital 
crime, deserving of death. (v25-26). 

 
From this list it is clear that the king’s degree gave Ezra great authority 
over the inhabitants of the people on his side of the Euphrates river.  
 

 
EZRA 7:27-28 

 
 
God Put it in the Heart of the King, to Beautify the Temple. 
 
 Ezra 7:27-28: Blessed be the LORD, the God of our fathers, who put such a thing as this 

into the heart of the king, to beautify the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem, 28  and 
who extended to me his steadfast love before the king and his counselors, and before all 
the king’s mighty officers. I took courage, for the hand of the LORD my God was on me, 
and I gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me. 

 
This is an abrupt transition from the words of Artaxerxes to those of Ezra, 
the language alters at the same time from Chaldee to Hebrew, continuing 
in Hebrew from here on to the close of the book. These verses are a 
solitary expression of Ezra’s private devotion. It is as if he is so 
overwhelmed with gratitude that he cannot proceed in his story without 
acknowledging his thankful for God’s goodness to him and the people of 
Israel. This heartfelt thanksgiving is in harmony with the character of Ezra, 
who discerns the hand of God in every event, and is always ready to 
express a godly acknowledgment for the LORD’s divine goodness. 
 
To beautify the House of the LORD: (V27) refers to all that king 
Artaxerxes supplied for the restoration of the temple. Ezra with great 
gratitude and thankfulness in his heart Ezra credits the LORD for: 
 
 Putting it into the heart of the king, to beautify the House of the LORD 

in Jerusalem 
 
 Extending to him His steadfast love and favour before the Persian king, 

his counsellors and officers.  
 
 Giving him faithful men from Israel to go up with him to Jerusalem. 

(v27-28). 
 
God can and frequently does put things into men’s hearts which would 
not rise there of themselves, both by His providence and by His grace. If 
any good appears to be in our own hearts, or in the hearts of others, we 
must acknowledge it was God that put it there, and must bless Him for it, 
for it is He that works, in us both, to will and to do that which is good. 
 
 Philippians 2:13: for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 

pleasure.  
 
Ezra was a man of courage, yet he ascribed this not to his own heart, but 
to God's hand. If God give us his hand, we are bold and cheerful; if he 
withdraws it, we are weak as water. Whatever we are enabled to do for 
God and those around us, God must have all the glory. 
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