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1 Corinthians 15.

Topics.
e The resurrection of the dead and sleeping in Christ.
e Ifin this life only we have hope in Christ, we are to be most pitied.

e By a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the
dead.

e God may be all in all.

e Being baptised on behalf of the dead.

e The new and eternal body.

e Adam became a living being, the last Adam a life-giving spirit.
e We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed.

e O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting.

The previous chapter: in the previous chapter Paul told brothers and
sisters in Christ to desire spiritual gifts and that those who do speak in
tongues utter mysteries in the spirit, but the one who prophesies is
greater. He then went on to say that women should keep silent in
churches and if they do desire to learn they should ask their husbands at
home (if you are a Christian woman and read this chapter you may be
pleasantly surprised since these words of Paul’'s have been
misunderstood).

NOTE: for information concerning people, places and the meaning of
words see Map Locations and People of the Bible, and Bible Dictionary on
Website Menu.

e In certain chapters this letter is written as though Paul is having a
conversation with the Corinthians (i.e., he asks them a question and
then answers it etc.).

e Though Paul's letter is directed to the Corinthian church the content
applies to any church or believer in the same situations.

The Gospel Paul Preached.

e 1 Corinthians 15:1-8: Now I would remind you brothers, of the gospel I preached to you,
which you received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold

fast to the word I preached to you— unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you
as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with

the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with

the Scriptures, Sand that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to
more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some

have fallen asleep. TThen he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as
to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

The things of first importance to the Gospel Paul proclaimed is:
e Christ died for our sins.
e Christ was buried.

e Christ was raised on the third day.




e Christ appeared to Peter (Cephas), the apostles, more than 500
hundred brothers and sisters, to James and to Paul.

The words, "By which you are being saved” (are saved in KJV)" (v2) does
not mean that those who have faith in Christ are in the process of being
saved, we know this because Paul in the book of Romans clearly teaches
that we are counted righteous because of our faith not because of our
works and that it is our faith in Christ that saves us to eternal life and not
self-effort or keeping religious ceremonial rites and traditions. The
following are just a few of the verses that show that the King James Bible
always presents salvation in Christ as absolute:

In the book of Acts the English Standard Bible: translates it:
e The Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

The King James Bible agrees as the following shows.

e The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved (Acts 2:47).

Clearly showing that it is the unsaved who are in the process of being
saved.

In the book of Corinthians: the English Standard Bible translates it:

e The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God.

The King James Bible: translates it:

e For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are
saved it is the power of God (1 Cor. 1:18).

In the book of Corinthians: the English Standard Bible translates it:

e By which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word, I preached to you unless you
believed in vain.

The King James Bible: translates it:

e By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye
have believed in vain.

These are only a few of the verses that show when referring to eternal
salvation in Christ the King James Bible does not give any room to think
that salvation in Christ is a process, i.e., not complete since it is always
stated in the absolute and never uses the term being saved when referring
to those in Christ, but rather always states, ye are saved or which are
saved etc. Strong’s concordance tells us that the word, (are) is only used
when something is absolute, assured and definitely decided. The idea of
being saved is only applied to those who are being witnessed to and are
listening with an open heart it is to this person or group of people that the
KJV would state, "They are being saved” meaning they are in the process
of being saved, but haven't yet responded to the Gospel message. Faith
that saves to eternal life is absolute meaning it is 100% assured to those
who are fully trusting in Christ. The Good News of the Gospel of Christ
does not proclaim that whoever believes and trusts in Jesus will be 95%
saved and then they will have to earn the other 5% to be fully saved since
Christ’s horrific, brutal, cruel and bloody death wasn't quite enough to
fully save those who come to him in humble repentance and faithfully
follow him. Salvation is a gift of God granted to those who put their trust
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for their righteousness and eternal
salvation. There is no room for doubt in believing and trusting in the
cleansing power of the blood of Christ it is absolute this is one of the
reasons the Gospel of Christ is called the Good News. In the context of
eternal salvation the Bible speaks of three groups of people, firstly those
who are saved, secondly those who are being saved (i.e., those who are
being witnessed to by those already saved) and thirdly those who are
perishing (referring to those who deny God and the Lord Jesus Christ)




’

Unless you believed in vain: Paul’s words, “Unless you believed in vain”
(v2) means that if those confessing Christ do not believe in a resurrection
from the dead too eternal life then their faith was in vain i.e., its wasted
since it will be of no benefit to them here in this present spiritual Kingdom
of God nor will it save them to eternal life in the future literal and eternal
Kingdom.

In accordance with the Scriptures: the words:

o Christ died for our sins was buried and raised on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures (v3-4).

Refer to the following Scriptures of Isaiah:

e Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing
for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth will give birth to the dead” (Isaiah
26:19) and in chapter fifty three, “They made his grave with the wicked and with a rich
man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth”
(Isaiah 53:9).

And the following Scriptures of David:

e For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol (grave), or let your holy one see corruption.
You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your
right hand are pleasures forevermore (Psalm 16:10-11) (See also Acts 2:24-32)

THE THIRD DAY: it is not of importance that the Old Testament
Scriptures do not specifically state that Christ would rise on the third day,
since the focus is not the day, but that he would rise from the dead
nevertheless the following verses do visibly imply that God would raise
Christ up on the third day since it is clearly suggested in the following
words of Hosea:

o After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live
before him (Hosea 6:2)

Added to this it is not only prefigured by the deliverance of Isaac on the
third day after Abraham had given him up for dead, and received him
back, in a figure of Christ's resurrection (Heb. 11:19), but also by Jonah's
deliverance out of the whale's belly, after he had been in it three days
which even Jesus himself refers to by telling his disciples:

e Just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son
of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matt 12:40).

It is interesting to notice that the Jews took particular notice of the third
day as being remarkable for many things:

e The third day, Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place he was to
offer up Isaac (Gen. 22:4-5).

e The third day, Joseph told his brothers to bring their youngest brother
to him and they would live (Gen. 42:18-20).

e The third day, Rahab protected the two spies of Israel and tied a scarlet
cord to her window and her household was saved (Joshua 2:16-19).

e The third day, Moses took the people to meet God at the foot of Mount
Sinai to receive the Law (Exodus 19:16-17).

e The third day of Jonah (in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights) (Jonah 1:17).

e The third day of them that came out of the captivity (Ezra. 8:15).
e The third day of Hosea prophecy, "After two days will he revive us, in

the third day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his sight" (Hosea
6:2).




It is clear that the third day has special significance in the Bible and that
the prophecy in Hosea of the resurrection of the dead, of Isaac and of
Jonah’s deliverance on the third day is Scripture types of Christ's
resurrection.

Paul the Least of the Apostles.

e 1 Corinthians 15:9-11: For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10By¢ by the grace of God I am what I
am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any
of them (the other apostles) though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.

IWhether then it was I or they so we preach and so you believed.

Paul did not let his past sins stop him from serving God, he knew that as
great as his sin was (persecuting the Lords church) God’s grace was
greater he accepted his past life and did not try to hide it, his attitude
was, I am what I am meaning I've done what I have done and since I
cannot change it I accept.

These verses shine a floodlight on the fact that the saving power of the
Gospel of Christ is not limited by a person's past life, since saving a sinner
to eternal life is the work of the Holy Spirit and therefore whoever has a
right heart attitude will be convicted by the Spirit and drawn toward the
Lord Jesus Christ when they hear the Good News of the Gospel.

Some may think they are not worthy to proclaim the message of
Christ because of their sordid or wicked past, but consider the
following.

Luke in Acts eight tells us that:

e Saul ravaged the church and entered house after house dragging men and women out and
committing them to prison (Acts 8:3).

Ravaged carries the idea that he not only spoke evil of those who
confessed the Lord Jesus Christ but also aggressively set about assaulting
and abusing whoever believed in the Lord violently doing whatever he
could to destroy and break up the church. Then in the next chapter Luke
writes:

e Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any
belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem (Acts 9:1-
2).

Saul wanted the High priest to give him letters that when he presented
them to the priests at Damascus they would give him permission to drag
men and women confessing Christ out of the their synagogues so that he
could take them captive to Jerusalem to be punished and even put to
death (Acts 22:5) (Acts 26:10).

The worst of all sinners: throughout the years I have heard people
state that they are the worst sinner of all and therefore believe God could
not save them, all they have to do is look at the life of Paul prior to his
conversion and ask themselves:

e Have I broken up Christian families and put innocent men and women into prison and
agreed to them being put to death simply because they were devoted to Christ as Paul
did?

And then look at what God was able to do with Paul’s life.




The Resurrection of the Dead.

e 1 Corinthians 15:12-20: Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13But if there is no resurrection
of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised,

then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. ISWe are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did

not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 10For if the dead are not raised, not even
Christ has been raised. |7And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you
are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

191t in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20Byt
in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

Sin: means offence i.e., to offend someone and carries the idea of missing
the mark and therefore not share in the prize.

The resurrection is the center and heart of the Christian faith: Old
Testament Israel looked in faith and in hope toward the coming of the
Promised Seed of (Genesis 3:15), the promised Seed of Abraham and of
David Israel’s Messiah the Christ while we (their New Testament brothers
and sisters) are not only able to look back to Israel’s Messiah, the Christ
and his death and resurrection, but also able to look with excitement as
did Old Testament Israel did toward his return as King of kings and Lord
of lords to establish God’s Kingdom of righteousness, justice, joy and
peace on earth.

The awesome, majestic and wondrous power of Almighty God: God
resurrected Christ who is the firstfruits of all those who are to be
resurrected when Christ returns. In the next resurrection God is not just
resurrecting one man to eternal glory and everlasting life, but multitudes
in a twinkle of an eye will rise from the dead to eternal glory and
everlasting life as did the Lord Jesus Christ. This is why Paul is so excited
about the Gospel he preaches and why he basically states that without
the resurrection the Christian faith is not worth the paper it is written on.
The majestic an awesome day of the resurrection of those in the Old and
New Testament who are sleeping in Christ will manifest the breath-taking
and overwhelming awe-inspiring wondrous power of Almighty God as
nothing else has since the days of creation.

Sleeping in Christ: the phrase, “Fallen asleep in Christ (v18) is used for
those who have died in faith because it is only a temporary death for
them. Death from God’s perspective is like someone taking a long nap
waiting for the alarm clock to ring. The beauty and wonder of this sleep
is that even though a brother or sister maybe sleeping for a number of
years in our time zone, the instant they die is the instant they are with
Christ this is because in sleep and in death there is no consciousness of
time, thus the moment they wake up is to them the moment they died.
It is in this sense that the Scriptures state that the moment we breathe
our last breath is the moment we will see the Lord.

A natural example of sleeping in Christ: when a person goes to
hospital for major heart surgery they are put to sleep, the surgeon then
cuts them open removes their heart and makes the necessary
adjustments and after many hours the patient wakes up totally unaware
of how much time has passed. Death to the Christian is the same because
at the moment of death there is no consciousness of time, thus the
moment of death is the moment of being with the Lord, even though in
real time many years may have passed. To us King David has been dead
for thousands of years, but to David the moment he died was the moment
he was received by Christ since while David is sleeping in Christ time is
non-existent to him.




If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are to be most pitied:
Paul says, “If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people
most to be pitied” (v19) the meaning of this is obvious, but it also implies
that if our primary focus is on what we can get from God in this mortal
life and not on the resurrection to eternal glory and everlasting life then
we are trading the glory of the Christian faith for the temporal things of
this world. Paul in the book of Thessalonians does not say that we are to
encourage another with the things of this world, but with the following
words:

e For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord” (1
Thessalonians 4:16-18).

Our innermost desire and supreme hope should be focused on the
resurrection because it is eternal and certain since it is based on the
promise of God whereas everything in this world can be taken from us in
a moment including our homes, our health, those we love and even our
life.

By a Man came Death, by a Man has come also the Resurrection of
the Dead.

e 1 Corinthians 15:21-26: For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. 23But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father
after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he
has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

Being in Adam and in Christ: the phrase, being in Adam carries the
following two ideas:

1. Being separated from God and being mortal and therefore destined to
eternal death.

2. The thought of belonging to this world, meaning that those who are
referred to as being in Adam are led and influenced by self, ego and
pride and their only focus is on the things this world has to offer (i.e.,
riches, wealth, material possessions and such like).

In contrast to the expression is the term being in Christ which refers to
those who belong to the family of Christ and of God and who are not only
destined for eternal life but live to honour God and the name of Christ.

From Genesis to Revelation: these verses are awe-inspiring since they
give a panoramic view of the entire history of God’s plan from the
beginning of mortal mankind and our death to the end of death, the world
as we know it and the introduction of eternal life upon this planet called
earth. Through Adam death came into the world, but through Jesus death
has lost its stronghold and its power since God has shown that a human
man can be raised to eternal glory and everlasting life.

The order of past and future ages for earth and for mankind:
1. Adam and eve created.

2. Adam brought death into the world.

3. Christ was raised from death (the firstfruit) to eternal glory and
everlasting life.




4. Brothers and sisters in Christ will be raised from death when the Lord
returns.

5. Christ will rule on earth as King of kings and Lord of lords establishing
God’s Kingdom of righteousness, justice, joy and peace on earth.

6. Every rule, authority and power against Christ and God will be
destroyed.

7. All Christ enemies will be put under his feet.

8. Death the last enemy will be destroyed.

9. Christ will deliver the Kingdom to God the Father.

10. God will be all in all and eternity begins in all it majestic royal fullness.
For further information see the title:

e The Second or Great White Throne Judgment.

e In Resurrection (ON WEBSITE MENU).

God has put all things in Subjection under Christs Feet.

e 1 Corinthians 15:27-28: "God has put all things in subjection under his feet." But when
it says, "all things are put in subjection," it is plain that he is excepted who put all things

in subjection under him. 28When all things are subjected to him then the Son himself will
also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him that God may be ‘ALL
IN ALL’.

These verses clearly show that God has exalted Christ as the Head above
all things, but they also tell us something more and that is, "When all
things are subjected to Christ then he will also be subjected to God so
that God will be ALL in ALL. The phrase, ‘God will be ALL in ALL in this
context lifts the mind of the ardent Bible student at lightning speed and
transcends it forward in time to the glorious and majestic vision of a godly
man on the isle of Patmos who wrote:

e [ saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away, and the sea was no more and I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them and they will be his people, and GOD himself will be with them as their
God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away." And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new
(Revelation. 21:1-5).

This is the splendour the glory the wonder of the climax of God’s promise
to Abraham made many thousands of years ago and the inheritance of all
who are children of Abraham by faith and brothers and sisters of Christ.
Is there any other religion on earth that proclaims such a glorious eternal
hope? (This author has not found one). The Good News of the Gospel of
the Lord Jesus Christ in sharp clearness proclaims that the stunning
splendour of this glory is not dependent on our abilities and talents or our
lack of them since God in His wisdom has made salvation to eternal life
and everlasting glory available to all, not by our own self-effort, but
through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and God’s grace can there be any
better news than this, “I think not” thus the reason the Gospel of Christ
is called the Good News. But there is another great insight we gain from
the words, ALL IN ALL. Paul wrote a similar statement in his letter to the
Ephesians:




e God seated Christ far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come and put all
things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills ALL IN ALL. (Ephes. 1:22-23).

These verses show us that Christ is also the Head of the church and has
dominion, rule and authority over all things in the church and the words,
“Which is his body, the fullness of him who fills ALL IN ALL (v23) shows
us the following two things:

1. All those who trust in Christ form the body of Christ.

2. It is God’s Spirit (also called the Holy Spirit) that fills Christ’s body (the
church).

NOTE: God’s Spirit and Christ’'s Spirit are in perfect unity, perfect love
and in perfect harmony of mind in will and purpose therefore the Spirit of
God and the Spirit of Christ can be viewed as being identical since those
in Christ have fellowship with both the Father and the Son (1 John 1:3).

To attempt to dissect down to microscopic detail the Spirit of God and the
Spirit of Christ as a spiritual surgeon with a scalpel is (I think) to do God
and the Lord an injustice since there is nothing in prayer we can say to
Christ that God does not hear neither is there anything we say to the
Father that the Son is not also listening to. Added to this there is nothing
we can hide in deed or action from either God or the Lord Jesus Christ
thus the reason God’s Spirit and Christ’s Spirit can be seen as being
identical especially in prayer since they are united together in perfect love,
mind and purpose and both God and Christ dwell in the heart of every
brother and sister in Christ by faith and by God’s grace.

A torch its light and God and Christ: if we were to attempt to explain
the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ in simple material terms (howbeit
very limited) the Spirit of God and the Spirit of Christ could be likened to
a golden torch, its light and its batteries. The torch gives brilliant light
that dispels darkness and allows all who walk in its light to clearly see,
but without batteries the torch has no power since they are the source of
it light, which means that Christ could be likened to the torch and God to
the batteries since God is the source of all life, but the batteries without
the torch or the torch without the batteries cannot give light. This is
another reason we should not try to dissect in microscopic detail God’s
Spirit from Christ’s Spirit or Christ Spirit from God’s Spirit but always allow
a certain amount of mystery since they are together united in perfect
unity, perfect love and perfect mind will and purpose. Added to this there
is nothing the Father wouldn’t do for us that Christ wouldn’t also gladly
do, nor is there anything that Christ would do for us that the Father would
not also be pleased to do.

Being Baptised on Behalf of the Dead.

e 1 Corinthians 15:29: ~Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptised on behalf of
the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptised on their behalf? (ESV).

The King James Bible translates it this way:

o [Else what shall they do which are baptised for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why
are they then baptised for the dead?

NOTICE: the KJV does not add, “On their behalf.” This is a difficult verse
since it seems to imply that people can be baptised for those who have
already died, but anyone who knows the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
that leads to eternal life will also know that no-one can be baptised for
those who have already died so what is Paul saying? There are two steps
that will help us to discover what the verse means:




The first step: is to notice that the word, otherwise (in the ESV), else (in
the KJV) link (v29) back to (v25-28) which talk about death being
destroyed and God being all in all. So what Paul is talking about is a shared
hope in death, in resurrection and in eternity for all those that belong to
Christ i.e., the shared hope of those who are asleep in Christ, those
beginning to believe in Christ and those being baptised into Christ all have
the same shared hope which is the resurrection from the dead, eternal
life and God being all in all.

The second step: in discovering what Paul had in mind is to replace the
word otherwise by the words, “If there is no resurrection” which puts the
verse in the context of the resurrection which is what Paul is talking about.
The following are four suggestions that may help explain what Paul is
saying, it may mean:

1. Otherwise, if people are prepared to put their lives in danger of
persecution and give up eating and drinking to support and baptise
others why would they do that, if they are not going to be raised at all,
supporting this idea is verse thirty in which Paul says:

e Why do we stand in jeopardy every hour (to baptize people) and verse 32 in which
Paul said, “What do I gain (baptising people) if the dead are not raised, we may as
will eat and drink, if our end is simply death.” Meaning why should he suffer
preaching the gospel and baptising people if the dead are not raised, what does he gain
everyone might as well eat and drink because tomorrow they may die. Paul is saying,
why would he and others risk persecution by baptizing people into Christ if the dead
are not going to be raised to eternal life (even today Christians in extreme Communists
and radical Moslems countries risk prison, torture and death if they are seen baptizing
people into the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. Otherwise, why do people who are alive get baptised? When people
who are alive get baptised it supports what the dead in Christ have
died for, if the dead, are not raised at all, why are people being baptised
in the hope of those already dead being raised?

3. Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptised in the hope of the
dead being raised, if the dead are not raised at all, why are people
baptised in this hope?

4. Otherwise, why bother at all to be baptised and fill up the ranks of
those taken from us by death, if the dead are not raised at all, why
bother to be baptised to be united with the dead if they are not going
to be raised.

The important thing here is not which of these five interpretations is the
right one since they are all true statements, what is important to see it
that verse twenty-nine is not teaching that Christians can be baptised on
behalf of people who have died.

I Fought with Beasts at Ephesus.

e 1 Corinthians 15:30-32: Why am I in danger every hour? 31 protest, brothers, by my
pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32What do I gain if,

humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, "Let us eat
and drink, for tomorrow we die."

Paul’s words, “I fought with beasts at Ephesus? (v32) no-doubt refer to
the time Demetrius who made silver shrines of Artemis told workmen in
similar trades that Paul’s teaching, ‘that gods made with hands are not
gods’ had not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia turned away a great
many people from the temple of the great goddess Artemis. The
silversmiths for fear of losing their business and their wealth stirred up
the whole city of Ephesus and for about two hours they cried out with one




voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” (Acts 19:23-34), but it made
little difference where Paul was since his life was in constant danger
because of his message of the resurrection and the Lord Jesus Christ thus
the reason he says he dies everyday meaning he is fully aware of the
dangers he faces but nevertheless is willing to put his life on the line for
the sake of the Gospel. Paul is using the persecution and the danger he
lives under to make the following point to the Corinthians; ‘If there is no
resurrection why would he put his life in such danger every-day instead
of choosing to eat and drink and enjoying all the pleasures this would has
to offer?

A wedding invitation: symbolically speaking God has sent out a
wedding invitation to all mankind to come to a wedding banquet that the
Lord is planning to hold at some future date. This wedding invitation
comes to us through the Lord Jesus Christ and those who accept the
invitation receive God's favour and will be resurrected to eternal glory and
everlasting life, but for those who have absolutely no interest in the
invitation Paul advice for them is to eat drink and be merry, meaning they
may as well enjoy this life and the pleasures of the world as much as they
can since that is all they have. From these verses it is clear that when
witnessing our mindset should be to invite people into the Kingdom of
God, not force, demand or impose it on them and if they reject the
invitation we should not get upset or treat them as enemies, but rather
allow them to eat drink and be merry meaning find as much joy in this
world as they can since that is all they will have.

NOTE: that does not mean that we should not stand up for injustices
inflicted on the innocent nor sit idly by while the poor and less fortunate
are being oppressed by others for selfish gain and profit nor does it mean
we should not do whatever we are able to help those who are being
abused, verbally, physically, financially, sexually, emotionally and
spiritually, but this world has many pleasures to offer without hurting and
inflicting harm onto others, (i.e., fame, travel, material possessions,
selfish ambition, riches and wealth etc.).

Bad Company Ruins Good Morals.

e 1 Corinthians 15:33-34: Do not be deceived: "Bad company ruins good morals."

34wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some
have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.

Paul’s words, “Bad company ruins good morals” no-doubt refers to the
man sleeping with his mother, those boasting and exalting each other and
those who were causing divisions, strife, contentions etc., amongst the
Corinthian congregation, but obviously includes any type of bad
behaviour. It is a sad fact of human life that those who have good
standards and ethics (especially the young), but are not strong in
themselves are in danger of being enticed to wrong-doing when they keep
constant company with people whose conscience lacks any form of
integrity and has no established principles or conviction of doing what is
right or what is wrong.

Some have no Knowledge of God: the words, “For some have no
knowledge of God” (v34) in this context does not mean they are not
confessing Christ or even believing in him, rather it carries the idea that
they have no knowledge of God’s ways and His will, they have no
comprehension of what is important to the heart of God and what delights
Him. Many in the Corinthian church believed in Christ, but they were still
acting in worldly ways. Paul in chapter three refers to them as spiritual
infants in Christ acting in a worldly manner and who still need to be fed
with milk since they have never grown up (only babies need milk to grow).

For further information concerning milk and solid food see:
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e 1 Corinthians chapter 3.

e In, Bible Commentary NT (ON WEBSITE MENU).

e 1 Corinthians 15:35-44: But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what
kind of body do they come?" 36you foolish person! What you sow does not come to life
unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps
of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each
kind of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans,

another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies
and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly

is of another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another
glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. 4230 is it with the resurrection of the
dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable. 431t is sown in
dishonour; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 441t is sown

anatural body it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual
body.

Earlier in this letter Paul asked, "How can some of you say that there is
no resurrection of the dead?” (1 Cor. 15:12) and now in response to their
disbelief answers two questions:

e How is it possible that the dead should be raised?
e With what body will those resurrected have?

THE FIRST QUESTION: "How are the Dead Raised?” It is certain that
Paul is aware that whoever believes or disbelieves in the resurrection has
at some stage pondered the following questions:

e When our body decays and becomes entirely disorganized and returns
to its native dust how will it be re-collected if the dust has been
scattered?

e If our body is burned at the stake, how will the particles which
composed our bodies be recollected and re-organized?

e If our body is devoured by the beasts of the field, the fowls of heaven,
or the fishes of the sea, and their flesh may have served to constitute
the food of other animals, and to form their bodies; how can it be re-
collected and re-organized?

e If our body has been the food of plants and like other dust has been
used to constitute the leaves or the flowers of plants and the trunks of
trees how can it be remolded into a human frame?"

These are all common questions that have been asked throughout all ages.

THE SECOND QUESTION: "With what kind of body will those resurrected
have?” And, “With what body do they come?” (v35) may be understood
to mean, what will be the form, the shape, the size and the organization
of the new body? Throughout all ages people have pondered the following
questions regarding the eternal, immortal resurrected body:

e Will all the matter which made up the composition of our body be
recollected and renewed to rebuild a new body?

e Will our body be the same as it is here, with the same organization,
the same necessities and the same needs?

e Will the aged be raised as aged, and the young as young, and the infant
raised in the same state and remain such forever?
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e Will our bodies be material, and needing support and nourishment?
e Will there will be an entirely new arrangement of the body altogether?

All these and numerous other questions have been asked throughout all
generations, in regard to the body at the resurrection Paul without giving
specific detail to both the first and second questions beautifully answers
them by pointing out three facts. There are already many different types
of bodies existing even now in this mortal world i.e., humans, animals,
fish, birds etc., and they all have their own unique glory. When a seed of
grain is planted in the earth and dies it always rises up in a form far more
glorious than it was before it died. There are heavenly bodies and earthly
bodies and though both have their own unique glory, they are totally
different from each other, but Paul doesn‘t stop here but rather goes on
to say that:

e What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable (v42).

Here is the glory and Good News of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,
our natural human mortal body with all its weakness, sinful dysfunctions
and aberrations will perish, but we will be raised in glory and in power
with an immortal and eternal spiritual body.

Adam became a Living Being, the Last Adam a Life-Giving Spirit.

e 1 Corinthians 15:45-49: Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"
the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first but the
natural, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the
second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the

dust and as is the man of heaven so also are those who are of heaven. 4%Just as we have
borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.

The First Adam: the words, “Thus it is written, the first man Adam
became a living being” (v45) refer to the following verse from Genesis:

e The LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man became a living creature (Gen 2:7).

The first Adam was created from the dust of the earth and became a living
being and therefore his offspring (i.e., all mankind) are from the dust of
the earth since we are all borne in the image of the man of dust (v48).

The second Adam: The Lord Jesus Christ the second and last Adam in
contrast to the first Adam is from heaven and became a life-giving spirit
and therefore those who trust in him for eternal life will be clothed in the
image of his resurrected and glorified eternal body.

It is not the spiritual that is first but the natural: the words, "It is
not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual” (v46)
simply mean that all of us are firstly born through a natural human birth
as children of Adam, from the earth mortal and perishing offspring of dust,
but in the second birth (the resurrection) we will be raised with a heavenly
spiritual immortal body.

The second man is from heaven: the phrase, “"The second man is from
heaven” (v47) does not mean Christ pre-existed in Heaven before he
entered the womb of Mary, it is Jewish language which means he was sent
from heaven meaning sent from God, it carries the idea that Jesus was
approved of God and had God’s favour with him in every way. The words,
“From heaven,” and “"Came from Heaven” is the same as saying “"Came
from God” and “Sent from God” while the words, “Those who are of
heaven” (v48) refer to those who belong to Christ. For further information
see the title:
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e Trinity (The Doctrine of the Trinity).
e In, Various Topics (ON WEBSITE MENU).

We shall not all Sleep, but we shall all be Changed.

e 1 Corinthians 15:50-54: I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. S1Behold! I tell you a

mystery. we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be

raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 33For this perishable body must put on the
imperishable and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts

on the imperishable and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying
that is written: “death is swallowed up in victory.”

Flesh: refers to the natural corrupt fallen nature that we have all inherited
from our earthly father Adam i.e., self, ego, pride, greed, lust, jealousy,
envy etc., and our human mortal body.

Blood: refers to the blood flowing through our heart and veins.
The perishable: refers to our decaying and mortal body.

The perishable does not inherit the imperishable: means that the
natural human body cannot inherit the eternal and literal coming Kingdom
of God in the state it is in. The human body as we know it today will be
changed in a twinkling of an eye (v52) to something stunning, majestic,
spiritual, eternal, immortal and heavenly glorious. Imagine for a moment
an early model car built over one hundred years ago full of rust, a seized
up motor and broken windows parked alongside today’s newest Rolls
Royce with it its motor gentling and quietly purring and the warm rays of
the sun full of a myriad of colours sparkling on the fourteen layers of its
crystal clear paintwork. There is no-doubt (in my mind at least) that our
old mortal body will look to us like this rusted out car when we are clothed
with our new resurrected and eternal body that in contrast to decay and
wearing out will be constantly full of energy, vitality, life, and vigour and
absolutely pain-free (in colloquial language one beautiful and well-oiled
magnificent machine).

NOTICE: Paul says, "I tell you a mystery” (v51) referring to the
resurrection and our mortal body being transformed to an immortal body,
even Paul with all his revelations and visions still viewed the resurrected
as a mystery which implies that not even Paul himself fully understood
every detail regarding the form our new resurrected body will take other
than that it will be glorious, immortal and eternal.

The Kingdom of God: the Kingdom of God in Paul’s statement, “Flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God” (v50) refers to the Kingdom
God promised to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David and the nation of Israel
our faith in the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Israel and God’s Son the
Lord Jesus Christ, unites us to the faithful of Israel and we all become
partakers of the promises that God originally made to our father Abraham.
For Further information, see the title:

e Promises (ON WEBSITE MENU).

We shall not all sleep: the words, “Behold! We shall not all sleep (v51)
refers to those who are sleeping in Christ when the Lord returns, Paul in
the book of Thessalonians states this awe inspiring and breath-taking
event in the following words:

e For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring

with him those who have fallen asleep. I5For this we declare to you by a word from the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede
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those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a
cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of
God and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-17).”

When a person who belongs to Christ dies the Bible says they have no
knowledge and know nothing they are totally unaware of it and are in a
perfect state of peace, this state is called sleeping in Christ they have no
consciousness, so there is no time. It is very similar to someone in a deep
sleep there is no awareness of time, when the person wakes, they have
no idea of whether 4, 7 or 12 hours have passed. Likewise, because there
is no time in death the moment a Christian dies, is the moment they are
in the Kingdom of God and with the LORD, for them it is instant, even
though many years may have passed by in our world’s time. David died
thousands of years ago, but the moment he is resurrected will be like the
moment he breathed his last breath, because for him there is no
awareness of time, so it is for every Christian from death to Christ is
instant.

Death to the Christian is similar to a person in a coma: a person in
a coma has no consciousness of time, time does not exist to them, when
they wake, they often think only a day or so has gone by, when in actual
fact several years may have passed yet they think they are waking up,
the same day, or next day after they went to sleep. The person in the
coma or in death is totally unaware of any time that they have spent in
the coma or being dead. Death to those who belong to Christ is much the
same as the person in the coma, the dead or those who are sleeping in
Christ” have absolutely no consciousness of time so for them, the moment
they die, is the moment they are instantly with the Lord, even though
many years may have passed during the time they have been dead (i.e.,
sleeping in Christ).

It is the same principal as a person who goes into hospital for an
operation: the patient is given an anaesthetic and put to sleep, surgeons
cut them up and take bits out, over the next few hours, yet the patient is
totally unaware of it they wake up and have absolutely no idea of the time
that has passed, therefore when Paul says, absent from the body, present
with the Lord it is a true statement, even though he may have spent years
sleeping in Christ.

NOTE: a second reason a Christians death is called sleeping in Christ is
because their death is only temporary.

Being asleep in Christ: means everyone who dies in Christ is kept in the
eternal mind and memory of God. Jesus said:

e Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them falls to the ground without
the father knowing it and even the hairs of our head are all numbered therefore we should
not fear death because we are of more value than many sparrows (Matthew 10:29-31).

The entire person i.e., body, spirit, mind and consciousness remains
sleeping in Christ until the first resurrection (Rom 20:5) when all who are
asleep in the Lord are woken up at the blast of the angels trumpet and
raised from the dead to everlasting glory and clothed with an eternal and
immortal body.

Death is swallowed up in victory: the majestic moment that “"Death
will be swallowed up in victory” (v54), will be when the Lord returns as,
King of kings and Lord of lords (Rev. 19:11-16) to rule and reign from
God’s Holy City Jerusalem (on Mount Zion God’s Holy Mountain) to
establish God’s Kingdom on earth during his millennial reign. In the first
resurrection (Rev. 20:4-5) the dead in Christ and the faithful, who are
alive, will be gathered together to rule and reign as kings and priests with
the Lord over those nations who are left outside the Holy City of God.
Christ the King united with his people will not only bring peace to the
Middle East, but establish God’s Kingdom of steadfast love, faithfulness,
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righteousness, joy and peace throughout the world and the glory of God
will cover the earth. Jesus will do justice to the poor and oppressed, he
will be a faithful and compassionate King forever. He will not allow anyone
to strike terror in the earth or use lies and deception to enlarge their own
wealth and power. The land will abundantly produce and even the deserts
will flourish. The animals will not feed on each other and even the lamb
will be able to lie down with the wolf and everyone will eat of their own
hands because all that they plant will produce. All nations the LORD has
made will come and worship before the Lord Jesus Christ. They will glorify
God’s Name, proclaiming the LORD is great and does wondrous things
and that He alone is God. The book of Revelation states:

o Jesus Christ, the faithful witness who loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood has made us kings and priests unto God and his Father is coming in glory and every
eye shall see him, and they also who pierced him and all kindreds of the earth (Revelation
1:5-7).

And in Revelation chapter five we are told that:

o Christ was slain, and by his blood he redeemed a people for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation and made them a kingdom and priests to God and they
shall reign on the earth (Revelation 5:9-10).

At the end of this glorious Kingdom age God descends to earth on a Great
White Throne the sea, death and hades (the grave) give up the dead.
They stand before God and are judged according to what is written in
certain heavenly books according to what they have done. Death and
those counted unworthy are cast into the Lake of Fire a symbol of eternal
destruction (i.e., total extinction) (also called the, Second Death) (Rev
20:11-15). Christ hands the Kingdom over to his heavenly Father and God
is ALL in ALL and ETERNITY begins in all its fullness and majestic royal
glory. For further information see titles:

e Kingdom of God (ON WEBSITE MENU).
e The Second or Great White Throne Judgment.

In, Resurrection (ON WEBSITE MENU).

O Death, where is your Victory? O Death, where is your Sting.

e 1 Corinthians. 15:55-58: "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"
56The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the law. S7But thanks be to God, who
gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved brothers, be

steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the
Lord your labour is not in vain.

Paul can in a triumphant and exultant cry boldly make the statement:
e Death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? (v55).

Because God through the resurrection of the man called Jesus has shown
to all humanity that a human body can be raised from the dead clearly
showing to all mankind that God’s power is far greater than the
destructive power of death.

The law of sin and death: the words, "The sting of death is sin, and the
power of sin is the law, but God gives us the victory through the Lord
Jesus Christ” (56-57) refer to two spiritual laws that are inscribed by the
finger of God into the unchanging laws of the universe (like the law of
gravity) and in the DNA of our human body, the first law states: -

e Whoever sins must die (eternally) (Rom 6:23).
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Since we all sin this law has every legal right to condemn and sentence
us to eternal death, but there is second and higher law that supersedes
this lower law which proclaims with majestic glory: -

e Though the wages of sin is death, the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord (Rom 6:23).

This is one of the reasons the Gospel of Christ is called, the Good News
since it triumphantly proclaims to all who trust in Christ that they have
been granted:

e Eternal life in the Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom 6:23), because, “The law of the Spirit of life
has set them free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death (Rom 8§:2).

This means that the law of Sin and Death has no power over those who
believe in Christ and faithfully follow him.

Another reason the Gospel is called the Good News is that it is:

o Faith is counted as righteousness to whoever believes in God who raised the Lord Jesus
Christ from the dead who was delivered up to death for our trespasses and raised for our
justification (Rom 4:22-25).

This means we are not saved because of our own self-effort in striving to
attain to God’s perfect standard of holiness, but because of our faith in
the death and resurrection of Christ and our belief in his heavenly Father.

This is the reason Paul says:

e Since we have been justified by faith we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Rom 5:1)

This means that we have mental and spiritual peace with God because we
do not have to strive to attain God’s favour or eternal life by self-effort or
adhering to ceremonial rites, holy days, or by strictly keeping religious
customs and traditions.

Your labour is not in vain: the words, “Knowing that in the Lord your
labour is not in vain” Is contrasting work we do for self, ego and pride
which is vain because whatever it gives in rewards will be taken to the
grave and remain there contrasted to what we do for the Lord and by
extension for others will be rewarded with heavenly and eternal rewards.

The majestic beauty of the Gospel: ponder for a moment the majestic
beauty of the following Scripture: -

o If while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:10).

This is a breath-taking statement and should be an overwhelming comfort
to every brother and sister of Christ since it carries an astoundingly and
perfect example of love and is one of the most splendid and humbling of
all Scriptures since it clearly shows how much Christ loves us. The apostle
Paul wrote the following to the brothers and sisters at Rome:

e While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly (Rom. 5:6).

This means that even though we were full of sinful dysfunctions and
aberrations dwelling within our bodies (i.e., self, ego, pride, greed and
lustful thoughts etc.) Christ died for us he laid down his life that we could
be made righteous by faith apart from the law, self-effort and works. In
in spite of our corrupted fallen nature God counts our faith in Christ as
our righteousness He imputes it to us as a pure and free gift. Though
some of us might die for a friend or loved one, Christ died for us while we
were ungodly, meaning indifferent to God and His ways and in many cases
blasphemers, consider; if God didn’t hesitate to put everything on the line
for us, embracing our condition and exposing Himself to the worst by
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sending his Son is there anything else he wouldn’t gladly do to save us
now we love His Son the Lord Jesus Christ (Roman 5:10-11). Some in the
Christian faith determine whether God loves them by their good or bad
circumstances, i.e., if life is calm and running smoothly God loves them,
but if it suddenly takes a turn for the worse and trouble comes they feel
God has withdrawn his love, but this is superstition and judging God
according to this world. When anyone who believes in Christ doubts God'’s
love all we have to do is look back to the cross and see what it cost the
Father to save us and how much his Son suffered so that we could have
placed upon us a royal crown and majestic robe of righteousness apart
from the law and works and not only be justified but granted eternal life
and everlasting glory.

e God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Rom 5:8)
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