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Cedar, Scarlet, and Hyssop. 
 

 
 
Cedar: the resin, of the cedar tree was used as a preservative against 
decay and in medicines to treat skin diseases and as such symbolises the 
eternal saving power of Christ.  
 
Scarlet (crimson in KJV): this colour being red is naturally associated 
with blood and signifies health, energy, and life, which means that the 
twice-dyed scarlet band of wool signifies and abundant life. 
 
Hyssop: was thought to have cleansing properties and as such signifies 
the sinner and the believer alike being cleansed in the blood of Christ. 
 
The cedar, scarlet and hyssop were commonly used in purification 
ceremonies, so if we put them altogether the entire ceremony of the two 
birds’ pictures death to the old way of living that leads to death, to living 
a new life of freedom, which naturally signifies dying to one’s old self and 
living a new life in Christ which is a principal repeated throughout the New 
Testament 
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