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Rome and Babylon. 
 

 
 
When the city of Rome and Babylon are symbolically pictured as one great 
city it carries the following ideas: 
 
 A confused religious mixture of Paganism, Judaism and Christianity. 
 
 Superstitious faith, multiplied idolatries, and cruel persecutions of the 

faithful. 
 
 Hostility toward God and His people and those who oppose their 

doctrines and ungodly civil laws and authority. 
 
 Self-ambition, pride haughtiness, oppression, tyranny, and cruelty. 
 
 Self-pompous adornment, enormous wealth, luxurious living, and 

indulgent excess. 
 
 Worldwide power, authority, and enormous influence over people of all 

nations. 
 
 All, of these characteristics are summed up in the title, “Mystery 

Babylon the great, mother of prostitutes and of earth's abominations." 
(Rev. 17:5). This great city figuratively signifies both Rome (especially 
Papal Rome and Babylon, which signifies the world. 
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