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The Inquisition and the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

 
 
The inquisition was a group of institutions within the government system 
of the Catholic Church whose aim was to combat what they considered to 
be heresy. It started in the 12th century and continued through to the 
15th Century. During the late Middle Ages and early Renaissance, the 
scope of the inquisition significantly expanded in response to the 
Protestant Reformation, and the Catholic Counter-Reformation and 
expanded to many other European countries.  
 
Except within the Papal States, the institution of the inquisition was 
abolished in the early 19th century, after the Napoleonic wars (1803–
1815), fought between the first French Empire under Napoleon and a 
fluctuating array of European coalitions, and after the Spanish American 
wars of independence. 
 
The institution survived as part of the Roman Curia (also known as the 
Curia), which is the term used to refer to the system of government that 
assists the Pope in Rome in executing his global duties for the Roman 
Catholic Church. It was first established by Pope Urban II in the 11th 
century when the administrative organization that aided the Pope in 
carrying out his duties began to take a more organized form. Overtime 
the responsibilities of the office grew and became more complicated, so 
did the structure of the Curia in Rome. Under Pope Urban II, the cardinals 
were placed as heads of the offices of the Curia, they are the central body 
that continues to carry out the following duties and responsibilities of the 
Curia today: 
 
 The constitution, divisions, worship and preaching of the Gospel. 
 
 The pastoral care of the family, care of the elderly and the promotion 

and safeguard of human life. 
 
 Setting and planning the churches goals and mission, and dealing with 

any other changes. 
 
In 1908 the Roman Curia was given the new name of, “Supreme Sacred 
Congregation of the Holy Office,” and in 1965 was given the name, “The 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith.” 
 
In summary: the Roman Curia comprises the administrative institutions 
of the Holy See and the central body through which the affairs of the 
Roman Catholic Church are conducted. 
 

 
 
Also see the title: 
 
 Catholic Roman Papal Church. 
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