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Blondin, True Belief and the Niagara Falls. 
 

 
 
The following perfectly depicts true faith and true belief: it is said that a 
French man named Blondin who was famous for his daring and 
outstanding performance as a tightrope walker. (1824-1897). After 
walking across the Niagara Falls on a tightrope, asked the excited crowd 
if they believed he could safely return across the Niagara Falls on the 
tightrope, pushing a wheel barrow with someone in it, the crowd with 
roaring cheer and excitement shouted, “yes, they believed he and his 
passenger would safely reach the other side.”  
 
Once the crowd’s exited cheer died down, Blondin asked, “Who will 
volunteer to be the passenger in the wheel barrow?” There was a deadly 
silence, no-one raised their hand, clearly, they all had doubts otherwise 
there would be no fear to trust the man who was asking for a volunteer.  
 
This story beautifully shines a spotlight on the following three things: 
 
FIRSTLY: the difference between saying something with our mouth and 
believing something in our heart. 
 
SECONDLY: it should prompt all who confess to being a Christian to ask 
the question, “Is my trust for my eternal future solely upon the suffering, 
bloody and bleeding man who was cruelly and brutally nailed to the cross, 
and rose again by the power of God, or is my trust upon my own good 
works, and adhering to ceremonial rites, holy days, and keeping religious 
customs and traditions and such like things. 
 
THIRDLY: is my faith simply a confession of the mouth or a deep-seated 
belief in the heart upon which my life is fully surrendered to? 
 
 Romans 3:20-22: For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, 

since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 21 But now the righteousness of God has 
been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to 
it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there 
is no distinction. 

 
THE story is recorded in Microsoft Encarta 2006 
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