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Israel’s Unique Relationship to God.

Israel has always been God’s special and unique people.
God said: -

o Israel was his son who he called out of Egypt and he loved them when they were a child
(Hosea 11:1).

e He gave birth to Israel and carried them from the womb even to their old age (Isaiah
46:3-4).

o Israel is his allotted heritage (Deut. 32:9) and the apple of his eye (Deut. 32:10).
o lsrael is a people holy to him (Deut. 7:6) and his treasured possession (Deut. 14:2).
The LORD has not spoken this way with any other nation, but God has not only
spoken of Israel differently, but always dealt with them differently to any other
nation: -
e To Israel God gave the Ten Commandments and showed his great power.
e To Israel God declared his word, statues and his rules.
e To Israel God gave the prophets, the worship and the promises.
e To Israel belonged the covenant, the adoption, the patriarchs and the glory.
e To Israel the oracles of God were entrusted.
e The people of Israel are the offspring of Abraham the father of faith.
e From Israel’s race came the Christ the Saviour of the World.
The LORD has not given any other nations such great privileges.

(Exod. 19:5) (Deut. 7:6) (Deut. 14:2) (Deut. 26:18) (Deut. 32:9)

(Isa. 46:3-4) (Hos. 11:1).

Thus the many reasons the Jews (especially the religious leaders of Jesus
generation) considered themselves to be the holy and righteous race with God and
the Gentile nations to be the unclean race without God.
It is true that Israel has been and still is a special nation to God, but since Christ
death and resurrection salvation for both Jews and Gentiles is in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Nevertheless Israel remains a clear sign of where we are in prophecy
concerning Christ’s return.
It could be said that they are the thermometer of God’s prophecy, much like the
mercury on a natural thermometer measure the heat of the day and moves up the
vertical red line warning us of impending danger when the suns heat is reaching
temperatures that are dangerous for the good health of the skin.
Likewise Israel can be seen as the mercury of Bible prophecy in the sense that
world events that come upon the nation of Israel (especially Jerusalem) are signs
that give us some insight as to how close we are to that glorious breathtaking and
world changing day when the Lord Jesus Christ returns in glory.
But God's focus now for eternal salvation is upon creating a new nation in Christ
made up of Jews and Gentiles. This new nation is also called a new creation in
Christ, the body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, the church and the Kingdom of God.

The following teaching of Paul concerning the Commonwealth of Israel shows that
Jews and Gentiles become one new nation in Christ.
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Ephes. 2:11-22

The Commonwealth of Israel.

The promised seed of Abraham and David is Christ, all the promises to Israel are
now fulfilled in Christ therefore they are not limited to Israel only but extend and
embrace all those who belong to Christ because God is now creating one new
nation in Christ made up of both Jew and Gentiles. (Gentiles are everyone who is
not a Hebrew or Jew).

The Apostle Paul said: -

11Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision™

by what is called the circumcision (Jews), which is made in the flesh by hands—

12yemember that you (Gentiles) were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the
COMMONWEALTH of ISRAEL and STRANGERS to the COVENANTS of PROMISE,

having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you (Gentiles)

who once were far off (from God) have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14F0r he
himself is our (Jews and Gentiles) peace, who has made us both ONE and has broken down

in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 19by abolishing the law of commandments and
ordinances, that he (Jesus) might create in himself ONE NEW MAN (or Nation) in place of

the two (Jews and Gentiles), so making peace, 16and might reconcile us (Jews and Gentiles)
both to God in ONE BODY through the cross, thereby killing the hostility (between the

Jews and Gentiles). 17And he (Jesus) came and preached peace to you (Gentiles) who were
far off (from God) and peace to those who were near (Jews). 18For through him (Jesus) we

both (Jews and Gentiles) have access in ONE SPIRIT to the Father. 1950 then you
(Gentiles) are NO LONGER strangers and aliens, but you are FELLOW CITIZENS with

the SAINTS (the Jews) and members of the HOUSEHOLD of God, 20pyilt on the

foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone 2lin
whom the WHOLE STRUCTURE being joined together (Jews and Gentiles) grows into a

holy temple in the Lord. 22| him you (Jews and Gentiles) also are being built together into
a DWELLING PLACE for GOD by the Spirit.

Gentiles were separated from Christ, alienated from the, Commonwealth of Israel
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus they have been brought to God by the blood of
Christ. Jesus has made Jews and Gentiles both one by abolishing the law of
commandments and ordinances so that Jesus might create in himself one new
man (Nation) in place of the two (Jews and Gentiles).

In Jesus both Jews and Gentiles are being built together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit. Christ is the head of this new nation and its Jewish and Gentile
citizens are now equal in status before God since in Christ we are all brothers and
sisters in the same eternal family that God is now establishing in the Lord Jesus
Christ throughout all nations of the world.

The practical application of what this means to YOU: -

If you belong to Christ, all the future and eternal promises God made to Israel also
apply to YOU. The book of Revelation states: -

¢ When Christ returns in glory every eye will see him, even those who pierced him and all
the tribes of the earth (Rev. 1:7).

And in Revelation chapter five we are told that: -

e Christ was slain, and by his blood he ransomed people for God from every tribe and
language and people and nation (i.e., Jews and Gentiles) and he has made them a
kingdom and priests to God and they shall reign on the earth (Rev. 5:9-10).

At the end of this glorious Kingdom age God descends to earth on a Great White
Throne the sea, death and hades (the grave) give up the dead. They stand before
God and are judged according to what is written in certain heavenly books
according to what they have done. Death and those counted unworthy are cast into
the Lake of Fire a symbol of eternal destruction (i.e., total extinction) (also called
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the, Second Death) (Rev 20:11-15). Christ hands the Kingdom over to his
heavenly Father and God is All in All and ETERNITY begins in all its fullness and
majestic royal glory.

For further information see titles: -

¢ Kingdom of God (ON WEBSITE MENU).

e The Second or Great White Throne Judgment.

In, Resurrection (ON WEBSITE MENU).

End.



