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The Global and Worldwide Church of God.

There is in the secular global world today a mindset that the church is a Sunday
meeting in a religious building but the church should never be limited to the
established religious institutions, denominations or church buildings though they
may form a part of the body of Christ they are not the only part. There are many
individual Christians in all countries of the world who meet in coffee bars, social
outings and mostly their own homes (as the early church did) to give thanks to
Christ and share their discoveries of God's word and their spiritual experiences
with Him. Many of these people are helping others and simply manifesting the
reality of their faith to the people that come into their lives.

God is not limited to any one pattern or organisation; He is far too creative for that.
Jesus church is global and is manifested in a vast variety of ways across the face
of the earth. In many third world countries church is held outside under a tree (for
shade) with its members sitting on the dusty ground often with dogs, chooks and
other animals roaming around. It is also important to be aware that the word church
does not embrace everyone simply because they confess to be Christians (Matt
7:21-23). When the Bible uses the term church it primarily refers to those who
belong to Christ and those who do the will of his Father.

The will of God in this context is summed up in Jesus words: -
e Love your neighbour as yourself (Matt 22:37-39) (Mark 12:29-31).

In the New Testament this is called the, Royal Law (James 2:8) and means do-
good to others. Those (especially those who belong to Christ) who deliberately
harm people physically, financially, sexually, verbally, emotionally or spiritually and
those who use others for their own selfish gain and greed are referred to by Christ
himself as workers of iniquity.

The Bible teaches that some will be cast out of God’s Kingdom which means not
everyone who confesses to know Christ is part of his church there are those in his
present Kingdom who he calls wicked servants. They use God’s grace, Jesus good
name and his Gospel for their own selfish gain and line their own greedy pockets
with the wealth and riches of this world by making merchandise of those who do
belong to Christ. Nevertheless Jesus knows those who are his and those who are
not and will not only reject anyone who uses his message of grace, mercy,
compassion and love for their own selfish gain, but when he returns will deny them
entry into his eternal Kingdom. (Matt 8:12) (Matt 22:13) (Matt 25:30).

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me,
but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. My sheep
hear my voice, and | know them, and they follow me.

(John 10:14) (John 10:26-27).



Building God’s house is not about financing opulent mega million dollar buildings,
but rather it is about people gathering together to share their faith in any place they
are able, nevertheless a building maybe required for practical purposes (i.e., the
size of the congregation etc.), but if it is built by cleverly twisting and distorting
Scriptures to manipulate the congregation to give from guilt or built upon vast
amounts of borrowed money so that the oversight and the congregation are put
under extreme financial oppression then the building is not in the will of God.

The book of Proverbs states: -
e The borrower is the slave of the lender (Prov. 22:7).

Building God’'s House (Temple) is about becoming more Christ like, and living in
the will of God. New Testament Christianity is fluid and not restricted to a particular
building or even a special day. The Christianity Christ taught is so exciting and real,
it cannot be contained. It has no limitations and overflows into every moment of a
Christian’s life, thus the New Testament house of God is global, moving and
manifested in the lives of all those who are faithful and who belong to the Lord
Jesus Christ

The Global Family of God.

Since the Bible was written in an entirely different culture to ours and the body of
Christ is a global family filled with people from different nations, countries, cultures,
backgrounds, knowledge, levels of education, hurts and troubled pasts there is
always going to be certain amount of Scripture we will all understand differently.
Paul in the book of Romans tells us to avoid those who cause divisions contrary to
the doctrine that he taught the brothers and sisters in Rome. In the context of the
entire letter that he wrote to the Roman brothers and sisters the doctrines he had in
mind when he said, “Avoid those who cause divisions” are the following three: -

1. Doctrines that are contrary to the teaching that salvation is by grace through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ contrasted to works of the law, self-effort and
keeping religious customs and traditions etc.

2. Doctrines that are contrary to the truth that Jews and Gentiles who accept
Christ become one nation in Christ, contrasted to them being two separate
nations.

3. Doctrines which are contrary to godly behaviour and lead people away from the
Lord Jesus Christ.

These are the three major topics Paul has focused on in his letter to the brothers
and sisters in Rome and the doctrines he has in his mind when he says be careful
of those who cause divisions and create obstacles. Naturally within the global
House of God there are many varied understandings of many Scripture, but not all
teachings are important to know to be saved to eternal life nor does one have to
have perfect understanding of every teaching from Genesis to Revelation to know
Christ and be in union with him, but of course we must all understand the message
of the cross and the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.

No-one has to be a walking Bible encyclopaedia to be in the family of Christ and
saved to eternal life, but should any teacher proclaim a message of works and self-
effort to be saved or teach that Jews and Gentiles are two separate groups/nations
in Christ, or teach doctrines that lead people away from godly behaviour and from
Christ Paul says they should be avoided (Rom 16:17-19).

NOTE: though the visible global church in many regions has not presented a good
reflection of Christ to the secular world, it should always be remembered that there
are literally hundreds of thousands of humble Christian brothers and sisters in
Christ spending their time helping the poor and the less fortunate, but sadly this
type of news does not attract the attention of global TV news media since there is
no profit to be made in good news.

The body is the reflection of Christ on earth and therefore should be
walking in the same Spirit of love, kindness, compassion
and grace etc. that Christ walked in while on earth.



An Overall Definition of the Church.

The global church of God on earth is not opulent majestic buildings, but people
who are devoted and faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is the world-wide collective
group of all (Jews and Gentiles) who belong to the Lord. The church in this present
age is an invisible spiritual Kingdom existing now in the heart and mind of all who
belong to Christ in every nation of the world. It is outwardly manifested by those
who live a lifestyle that honours God and brings a good testimony to the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ and collectively by the faithful global church.

This present spiritual invisible Kingdom existing at this time in the hearts and minds
of the faithful who love Christ will be literally manifested on earth to all the world
when Christ returns (Luke 13:28-29). The church (the Kingdom of God) worldwide
is not a perfect organisation as it is made up of sinners saved by grace struggling
to overcome the natural limitations of the flesh (self, ego, pride, greed, lustful
thoughts, jealousies, anger, envy, covetousness and such like things).

The Wonderful Glory of Christian Salvation.

Here is the wonderful glory of Christian salvation: “Sinners are saved by grace and
not by their own self-effort.” Over the years | have heard many (almost in horror)
say, “That means everyone who believes in Christ can sin as much as they wish
and use grace as an excuse to do as they please.” But this thinking is simply not
true for the following two reasons: -

1. No one who loves another deliberately does things to hurt or offend the one
they love, likewise no faithful Christian who loves the Lord who laid his life down
to a brutal, bloody and cruel death for them and experiences this love in their
heart and mind deliberately lives a corrupt and wicked lifestyle, because they
know it will offend the one they deeply love and because they from their heart
do not want to bring a bad testimony to his name.

2. God sees the true intentions, motivations, hurts and struggles within our mind
and our heart that underlie all our actions and behaviour in everything we do so
whoever consciously and deliberately uses His grace as an excuse to sin or for
their own gain and advantage will be judged accordingly.

When the Lord Jesus Christ returns all those who belong to him will be made
perfect in righteousness only then will the church (the body of Christ and Kingdom
of God) be without error and weakness. Those who know God's love and grace
through the Lord Jesus Christ go to church (in whatever form that might be) not to
get saved but because they are saved and therefore enjoy being with others who
have the same devotion, love and faith.

God’s Gift of Grace.

The following words of Paul show the enormous importance of trusting in God'’s
grace in Christ. Paul in his letters wrote: -

¢ | do not nullify the GRACE of God, for if justification were through the law (or any
form of religious self-effort), then Christ died for no purpose (Gal. 2:21).

This means, when a brother or sister in Christ begin to justify themselves through
the law and self-effort they nullify the grace of God and by their actions declare that
Christ’'s death was of no value.

Equally as horrific as this Paul states: -

e When we forsake GRACE we separate ourselves from Christ because it was only by
GRACE that God made us alive in Christ (Gal. 5:4) (Eph. 2:5).

Paul to highlight even more the majestic glory of grace wrote with absolute
boldness that: -

o Itisonly by GRACE that any brother or sister has been saved (Eph. 2:8).



Paul in these verses is shining a brilliant floodlight on the truth that every brother
and sister in Christ is saved, solely by faith and by grace and it is not their own
doing, but the gift of God. This means that without grace no-one can be united to
Christ and whoever is without Christ is separated from God and without God no-
one can be saved to eternal life.

Thus; in regards to eternal salvation, Christ, God, Grace and Faith, are all on
an equal par with each other since no-one can be saved to
eternal life without any one of them.

The Early Church and Home Meetings.

Ponder for a moment: when the early church came together after Christ's death
and resurrection it was made up of Jews who had been indoctrinated with Moses
Law for nearly 4000 years, Samaritans who had married foreign wife's and adopted
their pagan practises, and Gentiles who knew nothing about God or the Old
Testament Scriptures.

These groups of vastly different mindsets were coming together in home churches
to worship God. Though there was amongst their meetings a multitude of different
views all had one thing in common, Jesus was central in their lives; he was the
ONE that they were coming together for.

They no-doubt loved talking about Christ and studying the Scriptures together, |
suspect much like university students who when given an assignment get together
in a spirit of friendship so they can learn from each other by sharing their thoughts,
ideas and discoveries to improve their knowledge and their marks.

They don't argue and impose their thoughts onto the group, but simply share in a
spirit of discovery their ideas, and all have the knowledge and awareness that
some ideas will be accepted and others may end up in the bin, but they have learnt
through their school years that to improve their knowledge, enhances what they are
studying and enriches their learning they need to be with others who have an
interest in the same thing. Thus the reason the early church gathered together in
homes in the regions they lived in.

The motivation of those who belong to Christs family gather together (go to church)
not to get saved, but because they are saved and therefore desire to be with other
people who have the same passion and belong to the same family so they can
openly worship God, talk about the Bible and the Lord Jesus Christ. The church
has never been and never will be a perfect community even the Bible teaches that
it is made up of both wise and good servants and foolish and wicked servants
added to this everyone who belongs to the church comes with an ego, pride and a
focus toward self, therefore we all have human limitations.

Nevertheless when the Lord Jesus Christ returns he will separate the wise from the
wicked and all those who have been faithful and belong to him will literally be made
perfect in righteousness. Then the church (also referred to as the Kingdom of God
and the body of Christ) will be literally and eternally manifested on earth without
error and without weakness. (Luke 13:28-29).

Two Invisible Spiritual Global Kingdoms.

The Bible teaches that satan already has a kingdom existing now in this world, it is
an invisible spiritual kingdom existing now in the heart and mind of men and
woman from all nations throughout the world who wilfully and deliberately deny
God and are led by self, ego and pride, which is manifested globally in self-
centeredness, (me first) and at its worst wickedness and cruelty toward other
humans.

Contrasted to this is God’s invisible spiritual Kingdom existing now in the heart and
mind of men and woman from all nations throughout the world who worship God
and are led by the Spirit of Christ.
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This Kingdom is manifested globally by those who endeavour to live a life that
honours God and by those who love their neighbour as themselves and by those
who deny self, ego and pride and at its best by those who put others before self by
helping the poor and the less fortunate

For further information see title: -

e Kingdom of God (ON WEBSITE MENU)
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