
1 
 

 
 

Welcome to: - 
 

Bible House of Grace. 
 
 
 
 

God, through His Son Jesus, provides eternal grace for our failures and human limitations.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ecclesiastes 7. 
 

(2014) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
 

The Bible not only reveals God’s eternal plans purposes and promises 
 

But also shows how you can know God for yourself. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teach it, don’t demand it. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Although I believe my aim is pure and God’s will perfect this document is still the product of a human man. As to such I 
neither claim special knowledge or perfect understanding. 
 
If you think items presented on this site to be in error, please let me know and I will gladly reconsider the content. 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Ecclesiastes 7. 
 
(A brief overview of the main topics). 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
INTRODUCTION: Ecclesiastes is a brilliant book that gives an overall view of 
human life on earth viewed as a collective whole. Its primary focus is the vanity of 
life on earth without God. It is viewed as vanity because what happens to the fool 
happens to the wise the same events (i.e., troubles, sickness, disasters, sorrows 
etc.), and ultimately death comes to the rich and the poor, the noble and the lowly, 
the wise and the fool alike and life continues on as it always has. (See also the 
introduction to chapter one). 
 
NOTE: for information of people, places and the meaning of words see Map 
Locations and People of the Bible, and Bible Dictionary on Website Menu. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
A good reputation: a good name is better than precious ointment. To have a 
name amongst those who are wise and good is better than precious ointment 
which in these countries was very fragrant, acceptable, useful and of great price 
and value.  
 
The day of birth and of death: the day of death is better than the day of birth. If 
this statement is referring to this life only and not eternal life as many passages in 
this book are to be understood, then it may be true of all seeing this world is so full 
of vanity, hardship, troubles, misery, sorrow and suffering it is a more desirable 
thing to go out of it than to come into it. 
 
Mourning and feasting: it is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to 
the house of feasting, for this is the end of all mankind, and the living will lay it to 
heart (meaning they will think about the lusts and vanities of this world, by which 
most are ensnared and destroyed; and be more thoughtful to seek after the 
everlasting happiness which God offers to them in his word.  
 
Laughter and sorrow: sorrow is better than laughter, for by sadness of face the 
heart is made glad, this can carry the following two ideas: -  
 
1. When the sadness of the outward countenance is not hypocritical, but serious 

and real, arising from proper reflections on things in the mind and the heart is 
drawn away from vain, carnal, and sensual things; and is engaged in the 
contemplation of spiritual and heavenly ones, it is of great advantage to the 
heart and life is made joyful. 

 
2. The heart can be made glad by the outward severity of the countenance of a 

faithful friend correcting our faults, when we receive the corrections in love, and 
confess our faults, and amend them the heart is made better. 
 

Laughter and mourning: the heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the 
heart of fools is in the house of mirth (meaning laughter jollity and merriment). 
Mourning here can be mourning over sin, or because of sadness seated in the 
heart. Mourning is better that laughter because the heart of the wise in the house 
of mourning is frequently, meditating upon serious things, such as death and 
judgment, the vanity of this life, and the reality of God and of eternity. Whereas the 
heart, mind and affections of a fool are wholly set upon feasting, jollity, and 
merriment, because they regard only their present delight, and consider not how 
dearly they may pay for it in the future.  
 
Accepting corrections: it is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to 
hear the song of fools. The corrections of the wise will guide us on the right path 
and protect us from trouble (providing we receive them), whereas the praises of 
fools will only puff up our egos and pride. 
 
Bribes: corrupts the heart. The reason for this is obvious.  
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Foolishness of anger: be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for anger 
lodges in the bosom of fools. There are two types of anger, unrighteous anger and 
righteous anger. 
 
1. Unrighteous anger is anger that is rooted in self, it is about power over others, 

controlling others or inflicting harm and hurt upon others. 
 
2. Righteous anger has nothing to do with self nor is it about uncontrolled 

emotions it is about being angry because people are being treated cruelly and 
oppressed for the gain of others it is about being angry over injustices. 

 
Obviously the righteous and wise will do all they can to seek out a peaceful and 
right way to change injustices, but if anger seizes a man because he sees four men 
forcing a young girl against her will into their car and he at great risk to his own life 
races over and uses whatever force he can to rescue her from a terrible fate that is 
righteous anger.  
 
There is no benefit to him, but the girl will be forever thankful. Righteous anger is 
about doing-good toward others and protecting others whereas unrighteous anger 
only leads to hurt, harm and destruction.  
 
Reflecting on the past: do not say, “Why were the former days better than 
these?” For it is not from wisdom that you ask this. The expression, “That former 
times were better than present ones,” is a common opinion, it is not wise for the 
following two reasons: - 
 
1. It implies complaining against God for bringing us into the world during an age 

when it is full of evil and shows a lack of gratitude for what is good. 
 
2. If a proper and wise search was done it would show that the former times were 

no better than the present; and that there has always been bad men, and bad 
things done; frauds, oppressions, and violence, troubles, struggles, hurts and 
sorrow and that everything that can be complained of now could be found in the 
former ages. 

 
Wisdom protects: the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of 
him who has it. This is of course because wisdom will always guide us in the right 
path and always lead us away from trouble. 
 
 
God’s ways: consider the work of God: who can make straight what he has made 
crooked? In this context the work of God does not refer to creation, but to God’s 
wise, just, and powerful government over all affairs and over the course of events 
which God orders and controls. This proverb can refer to the following two ideas: - 
 
1. To Adam and the results of his fall that followed, meaning that no one can alter 

the course of things, nor stay the hand, nor stop the providence of God: if 
calamities famine, pestilence, or the sword; or poverty should be in the world, 
there is no frustrating his designs that he has purposed in his eternal plans and 
providence and His eternal wisdom and eternal foresight. 

 
2. That there is a hand of God overruling all actions, either affecting them for good, 

referring to events which are straight, (i.e., in accordance with our expectation), 
or permitting them for bad referring to events which are crooked (i.e., which by 
their seeming inequality baffle our ability to understand. 
 

Wisdom and strength: wisdom gives strength to the wise man more than ten 
rulers who are in a city. This is because wisdom: -  
 
 Teaches us not to be quick in resenting affronts, but to forgive. 
 
 Shelters and protects us from many troubles. 
 
 Gives spiritual life and inner strength. 
 
 Guards and guides us to God and eternal life in everlasting glory. 



4 
 

In contrast to this worldly riches and power only bring joy for a moment and their 
end is the darkness of the grave. Rulers of a city no matter how powerful cannot 
lengthen human mortal life whereas wisdom can. 
 
Prosperity and adversity: in prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity 
consider that God has made the one as well as the other, so that no one will know 
their future. 
 
Righteousness, evil and death: there is a righteous person who perishes before 
their time in their righteousness and there is a wicked person who prolongs their 
life in their evildoing.  
 
The Preacher says that the balance of life is: - 
 
 To not make yourself overly righteous. 
 
 To not make yourself too wise. 
 
 To not make yourself overly wicked. 
 
 To not make yourself a fool. 
 
He then goes on to say that a person who does these destroys themself? 
 
All righteous people sin: surely there is not a righteous person on earth who 
does good and never sins. John in the New Testament confirms this statement, he 
wrote: - 
 
 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess 

our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us (1 John 1:8-10). 

 
Gossip and rumours: do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you 
hear your servant cursing you. Your heart knows that many times you have 
yourself cursed others.  
 
A Dangerous Woman. 
 
The man who pleases God escapes the woman: - 
 
 Whose heart is full of snares (i.e., feminine charms). 
 
 Whose heart is a net (i.e., sensuality that leads to destruction). 
 
 Whose hands are fetters (i.e., they take their victims captivate and make them 

prisoners). 
 
The man who lives to honour and please God will not be taken by the lures of the 
dangerous woman, but the sinner will be. 
 
God created man: God made humans upright but they have sought out many 
schemes.  
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
End. 

 


